
March 25, 1 9 8 5 LB 415

that we believe economic development is worth more than the
education of a youngster who, through his own fault, or
maybe through the fault of coming from the kind of a fami y
t hat doe sn ' t p u sh educat i on , or a f ami l y wi t h a lo t o f
problems does not encourage their children to s tudy and - o
learn in high school? If you are going to talk about
economic development and where that m oney goes, m o r e t ha n
16 mi l l i o n, w h o i s go i ng t o do the work if you don't have
youngsters trained in s omething other t han r e a d i n g t h e
classics'? Is all we are interested in in the State of
N ebraska h ow ma n y at t or n e y s we can grind out of the
universities each year, how many C PA's, h o w m any doct o r s ?
W e already h a v e L B 4 0 7 saying, my God, we don't want any
more people licensed as professionals. W e don' t ne e d a n y
more professionals, that is what the purpose of LB 407 is,
so tha t we d on ' t h av e an y more professional people. The
l awyers . . . y o u c an l o o k in the yellow pages of the Omaha
p hone b o o k , t h ey r un pag e , after page, after page. But
economic development begins with the education of people who
are going to be working, doing the tedious jobs, not the
jobs that most of us currently t h ink o f as wh i t e co l l ar
jobs. Sure, they will be teaching computers in vocational
education. Right now we are finding out that many o f t h e
big businesses that got big on computers and microchips are
going b r oke be c a us e t he r e are too many of them in the
business. Vocational education gives a c hi ld , w h o h a s b e e n
a f a i l u r e i n h i gh sch o o l , somet i m e s t h e i nce n t i v e j u st wh e n
he gets t hat li ttle certificate in his hand say i ng I
succeeded i n thi s . It sa; es him f rom t he f ee l i ng o f
failure. I want to see you get a college graduate out, wl en
your s i nk g et s p l ugg ed , an d t e l l h i m t o f i x i t . I f yo u w an t
to talk about auto mechanics, any o f you w h o h a v e p a i d t wo ,
three and four times to have the same thing fixed, you know
w e' ve g o t p eo p l e out there that needed some vocational
training or some kind of t r a i n i n g i n h ow t o f i x an
automobile. We are not giving it to anybody right now,
except in the community colleges, the technical community
colleges that is. Senators, if you look at your committee
report you will find that the Nebraska technical community
colleges endorse this bill. They didn't come out and say we
want it a ll ju st for the Nebraska technical community
col l e ges . Th e y ar e e ndo r s i n g it for the high schools as
well. I g u ess they have an interest in youngsters and we
have an interest in money. I t w i l l b e i n t e r e st i ng t o see,
when the appropriations bills all arrive at the end of t he
session, where our priorities lie. Economic development, I
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