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all of the other issues bound up in these books, but the big
issue is going to come down to the budget. I t i s c l ear t o
me that this body is not willing, or does not want to raise
taxes, and quite frankly t o add an add i t i o na l $ 3 mi l l i o n
b urden ont o t he bud g e t b y the p a s s age of L B 4 15 , I t h i n k
would send out a negative message by raising taxes. I t h i n k
i t ' s e q u a ll y as bad to send out a message that we advance
t hi s b i l l al l t he way t o Fi na l Re a d i n g a n d p o s s ib l y p a s s t h e
bill, and yet delay the implementation of spending the money
to support the program. That bothers me a great deal. I' ve
seen that happen many times on this floor. I think i t i s
not the message we need to send out to our s chools . I don ' t
debate the need and the necessity of vocational education in
our sch o o l s . I t h i n k it is clear, that based o n t h e
direction that agriculture is headed, that a number of young
people that come from rural backgrounds, farm backgrounds,
probably are not going to be farmers in the future, that
t hey a re g oi ng t o need sk ills outside of p roduction
agriculture to survive, and possibly vocational e ducat i o n
can provide those programs for those young people. But a t
this time the dollars are not here. The budget simply won' t
support LB 415. I guess it is frivolous for us to debate an
issue that, quite frankly, in the end we may not be able to
support with our dollars.. As much as I'd like to see LB 415
advanced and p a ssed , and let me tell you it would be a great
thing for my district, which has a lot of rural areas and
rural sma l l sch oo l s , I hesitate to see this bil l ad v a nced
a nd send a m e s s age t h a t w e are going to do something with
vocational education and then at the last second pull out on
them, as we' ve done in other areas with students such as the
scholarship program that we passed and have y . t t o pu t a n y
money into. I suppose thereare a num ber o F o t he r i s su es
that Senator Warner could gave to us that we' ve passed money
b i l l s l i ke t h i s one whe r e w e ' ve sent cut a message of good
intent and unfortunately not been able to put the money
w here ou r mout h w a s . So I urge you to carefully think about
t hi s bi l l , c ar e f u l l y t hank about the cost i nvol ve d i n
implementing such a program. The benefits certainly will be
there, but we must also think about the many other proposals
that we have to debate yet thxs legislative session . So I
c oncu r wi t h Se nat o r Beut l e r and Senat or Haberman i n
h esxt a t x n g t c s ee t h x s ba l l adv anc e d off of General File at
this point. There m ay be a t me that this body chooses to
raise our taxes to meet o'olxgatxons. If there is some money
l ay ing a r o u nd , sp eci f zca l l y $ 3 m sl l i on , maybe then we ca n
f und t h e p r o gr a m . But at this p o int I h ate t o see u s
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