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S ENATOR WESELY: Y e s , Mr.. Pres id en t , I sho u l d r e l a y to you
that the Public Health and Welfare Committee d id cons ider
the amendment Senator Vickers is offering to you. In our
consideration it was felt that because the hearing dealt
only with the more narrow subject of the Bureau of Examining
Boards, we d i dn ' t feel it was out prerogative i n t he
committee to broaden the bill so broadly. But our s ense was
that it made sense. If it was right for the Bureau of
Examining Boards not to meet outside the state, then really
any board in the state should b e und e r t he s a me r ules a s
that. So I would, as an individual, stand before you and
support the Vickers amendment suggesting that it makes
sense, that if we are to h ave open m e e t i n g s a n d to have
government accessible to the public, then to allow boards to
meet outside of the state d oes no t k ee p i n t h e spirit of
that law. We have an Attorney General's opinion t hat was
written to S enator Haberman t h at was r eviewed b y t he
committee, which indicated that in fact the spirit of the
l aw w o u l d b e c l e ar that oper. meetings would call for
meetings in the state, thus accessib l e t o Neb r a s k ans . But
the law never specifically p rohibits specifically the
allowing of a board to meet outside the s tate . So b ec a u s e
the law is silent on that issue it was felt that it was not
enough that the spirit af the law suggested that that not
occur, but actual language needed to be adopted. S o with
t ha t i n mi nd , I t h i n k if it is g ood for the Bureau of
E xamining b o a r d s , i t shou l d b e g o o d fo i al l b oards . ' . . . I
want to caution you that there was not discussion oi a
b roader i s su e , t h at p e r h a p s w e want t o a l l ow t h e p ub l i c
knowledge of this amendment, not move too hastily on the
h i l l . Bu t I wou l d sup p o r t t h e b i l l . I t do es make sense.
Tne issue ought to be provided to the public that we should
not have these meetings outside of the state for anybody,
let alone the Bureau of Examining Boards.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r V a r d Jo h n s o n .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I
h ave j ust b e e n eng a ged i n a discussion with Senator Rex
H aberman, w ho supp o r t s S e n a t o r Vickers's amendment. Of
course we' ve heard Senator Vickers talk about the amendment.
I am o f t he op i ni on t h at I wou l d n ot want to act on this
amendment today without having more knowledge as t o what
some of the public bodies do have to do outside the State of
Nebraska. Now I don't think that it is appropriate for any
Board o f E x a miner Board to actually meet outside the State
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