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outside the Chamber, please return t o t he Cha mber and
indicate your presence, please. Thank you . Pl ea s e r e tu r n
to the Chamber, ladies and gentlemen, so we can continue
with our closing. We are looking for Senator Chambers,
Senator Goodrich, Senator Marsh and Senator R upp. S e n a t o r
Lamb, we are looking for Senator Marsh and Senator Goodrich.
Did you wish to start your closing before they come?

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, I migh t a l so ask t h at the
noise l e ve l b e r e d u ced .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Wh e n yo u a r e ready we wi l l g et that d own
for you. Senator Marsh is here now.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President and members.

SPEAKER NICHOL: (Gavel.) Let's hold it down so we can hear
S enator L amb speak , p l e a s e . Thank you.

SENATOR LAMB: Al l I am asking you to do is put t he b i l l
back in the form that we had it before, the $1,000 cap with
a 10 pe r c en t r eb at e . I want to point out that t hi s b i l l
does not repeal the homestead exemption that i s a l r e a d y o n
the books. Some o f the .other property tax b i l l s ha v e d o n e
t hat , b ut t h at $ 18 . 3 m i l l >o n t h at we voted last year for the
f i r s t $3,000 exemption on homes is not repealed in this
bill. Some other bills have had that zn them, but that does
n ot happen . So wh at w e d o h a v e n o w i n effect is 44...over
$44 million in homestead exemption already authorized. That
i nc ludes t h e $18.3 million. T hat i nc l ude s l ow i ncom e
people. That includes the v eterans ' pr e f er e n c e . Those ar e
i n t h e r e , so we do h av e money in there for tax r e d u c t i o n ,
property tax reduction for homestead people, homestead
e xemption . Now t hi s wi l l a l so g i ve hom e s t e a d r el i e f . I t
gives relief to ev erybody. I t ' s 10 percent acr o ss t h e
board. It i s fair and equitable. We have had a lot of
discussion about the "bigs" getting too much but we put the
$1,000 r e b at e i n t h er e b e c a u se the first thought that one
senator h a d was t ha t Northwestern Bell would get $30,000
refund. Okay, so we took that. out. And I can tell you that
it does not take a very big farmer to come up against that
$10,000 tax bill or a $1,000 rebate. It does not take a
v ery b i g f ar m e r . So if you are going to make it f ai r an d
equitable for farmers, for businessmen, this has to stay in
i t . Now as I t o l d Senator DeCamp before, if we get this
down to it's essentially a homestead exemption bill, there
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