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proposition enacted, so they would like it not to be
discussed. The germaneness hurdle is the easiest way to get
people off the spot. I don't think the rules ought to be
manipulated in the way that they have been. I have been on e
of those who have opposed, greatly, the narrow construction
of the germaneness rule because it is not narrowly construed
x n every i ns t a n c e . It is used as a stratagem, depending on
the issue involved and the person raising the i ssue . I ' m
going to try to be as consistent as I can when it comes to
how this rule is handled. I ' l l p r ob a b ly b e on t he l o s i n g
side more times than on the prevailing side. But this is
one time when Senator DeCamp, who is often wrong, is right
in saying that the proposition is germane. But he maintains
h is r eco r d o f be i ng wrong as f a r as the merits of the
p roposi t i o n .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp, then Senator Withem, then
S enator H i g g i n s .

SENATOR DECAMP: I' ll just wait to close w henever t hey a r e
ready.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Al l r i ght . Thank yo u . Excu s e me . Yes,
Senator Withem, then Senator Haberman. I misread the list.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes , Mr. President, members of the body,
I'm going to do something kind of strange h ere . I ' m go i n g
to begin by publicly apologizing to Senator Wesely for a
remark I made last week. I said, on debate on LB 407, that
nobody listens to him when he speaks. This morning I did
l i s t e n , D o n. I l i s t ened closely to what you had t o say .
Prior to when you spoke I probably would have echoed Senator
Chambers' remarks because if you look at LR 23 and you apply
our ge nera l ge r m aneness rule as it applies to bills, yes, ' t
i s ge r m a ne . I t dea l s with the subject matter t hat i s
contained in LR 23, but you suggested t o t h e bod y t hat w e
should l oo k f or a different germaneness standard on
constitutional amendments. So when you made that comment I
opened my Constitution. I ' d like to refer you here to
page 50 of your little C onstitution i n you r r u l e bo ok .
Nobody i s l i s t e ni ng t o me now . That i s f i ne . That is fine,
but I ' l l at least make a point. Where we talk a bout t h e
method of amending the Constitution it says, l ast l i ne , • n
Sect io n 1 , "When two or m o r e amendments are submitted at the
same election, they shall be so submitted as t o enabl e t h e

Senator Withem.
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