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to pa t i e n t s in pub l i c l y o perated menta l i nst i t u t i o n s s i mp l y
because the state or county is going to be picking up the
tab. So the Depa rtment of I n stitutions, Public
Institutions, came to us, asked us to introduce a bill which
was d e s i g ned t o app l y only to the three state mental
hospitals, the Nebraska Psychiatric In stitute and t h e
Douglas County Hospital, w hich ar e a l l pub l i c l y f un d ed . The
wording i n t he b i l l , if you will read it, "or other
facxlity" was put in the bill specifically to i nclude t h e
Douglas County Ho spital a nd t he Neb r a s k a P sychiat r i c
Institute. However, on Select File we added new language in
an amendment that was meant to specifically cover these
other institutions more clearly thereby making t he word i n g
that my amendment would remove those three words unnecessary
and c o n f u s i ng . So what t h i s i s i s t he n a t e c h n i c a l
amendment that just e liminate s a possi bi l i t y of l a t er
confusion if some other institution came into existence o r
whatever . So , as I say, my amendment merely removes three
words that the previous amendment made obsolete and which
perhaps may broaden the application of the b i l l b ey on d i t s
original intent. I'd ask adoption of the amendment.

S ENATOR MARSH: S e n a t o r L a b e d z .

SENATOR LABEDZ: T h an k yo u Madam S peaker . As co - s p onsor o f
LB 487 I agree with the amendment. And the Department of
Institutions and also the i n s u r ance company a re totally in
agreement that the amendment has to be done. I urge fo r t he
adoption of the amendment.

SENATOR MARSH: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Madam C hairman. Senator
Labedz, would you yield to a question?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Ye s , ma' am.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Prior to this amendment did i t c o ve r a n y
mental disorders for everybody in any hospital or anything?

SENATOR LABEDZ: The way the bill was written, prior to the
first amendment, there w as some confu s i o n a s t o whethe r i t
would i n cl u de t h e county ho spital and h osp i t a l s o r
facilities of any county. So we amended that and failed to
take out "other facility" out of the bill, s o we a r e d o i n g
i t n o w .
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