
March 21, 1985 LB 353

p ickup p l a n .

q uest i on , p l e a s e ?

includes Lancaster and Douglas County, it . i n c l u de s MUD, and
it includes the school employees that previously were not
i nc luded under a bill we passed last year, LB 218. LB 218
provided for state employees, c ount y employees, State
Patrol, judges and the Omaha school employees, e ach of t ho s e
i ndiv i dua l s yst e ms t o go und er t hi s e mployer p i cku p
provision. The same provision is provided to p rivate
e mployers and i s ut i l i ze d b y p r i v a t e e mployers . A few years
ago the IRS said well it's not fair to give them that tax
break in the private sector and not give the same tax break
to the public sector employees. So they made th e c h ange and
allowed for the states and systems to do this. A s the S t a t e
Retirement Committee and the Legislature, o verseeing t h e s e
different systems, we have to authorize them to participate.
We' ve authorized almost e verybody l as t y e a r , and left some
e xcept i on s be c a use t h e y were thinking about whether they
wanted to do it. N ow the school board, school employees
have come to u s a n d s a i d we ' ve looked at it, we like it, we
want to do it, we want this bill. Then the counties h ave
come t o ask for authorization. MUD h a s c om e f o r
authorization. The mun i ci p al i t i es have c ome f o r
authorization. So we have provided for them t hei r r e q u es t
through LB 353. S o I think the answer is simple, Senator
Lamb. It is clear in my mind that we need to have the bill
as constituted now, and your amendment would eventually. . . i f
you did that there is no way the school employees could
participate as every other employee will under this employer

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman, then Senator Harris.

SENATOR H A BERMAN: Mr. President, m embers of t h e
Legislature, Senator Wesely, wo u ld you r espond t o a

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, w ould you r e s pond, p l e a s e .
Senator Wesely , w ould you r e s pond, p l e a s e .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Senator Wesely, if the word " shal l " w a s
changed t o "may" would t h e schoo l s s till be able to
p articipate along with the rest of the governmental

SENATOR WESELY: No, if it isn't mandatory. . .you hav e t o
come in with everybody in your system under this, or you
can't get under the IRS ruling.

subdivisions, or not?
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