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amendment.

S PEAKER NICHOL: S ay , b e f o r e y o u do, Senator Wesely, let me
make an announcement. Senator Marsh has lost a s et ou t o f
her ring and it i s a light blue turquoise set that is
c ircu l a r and abo u t a half inch in d iameter and i t i s
important to her. So if you would look around to see if you
see i t . I t i s a l i ght b l u e r ound s et f o r a r i n g . Thank
y ou. Sen a t o r W e s e l y .

SENATOR WESELY: Th a n k you . Mr. Speaker, this amendment
deals w i t h a f und i ng q u e s t i o n o n t he b i l l . We thought the
l anguage was c l ear ab o u t the fact that what we are doing
here to fund the cost of this review process is t o t a k e
5 percent out of the fees that are now pa i d i n by t he se
different licensed professionals and use that amount of
money to then fund the process. We need to go retroactive
though back to the start of this year and we thought that
was in t h e b i l l bu t i t i sn ' t . So this amendment merely says
that 5 percent assessment to fund the review process would
be retroactive to January 1 of this year. This bill will
cost no general fund money. It will all be cash funds r ight
out of the professional licensure fees that are paid but we
need to have this retroactivity t o have en o ugh f u n d s to
c over t he c ost s so I w o u l d ask your su p p or t f or t h i s

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins, please.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Would Senator
Wesely yield to a question? How much difference are we
talking about in fiscal impact? Are we lowering it, raising
i t ?

SENATOR WESELY: O h .. .

SENATOR HIGGINS: We are going retroactive?

SENATOR WESELY: Well, it was intended from the beginning
that it would be retroactive but it goes f rom January 1 o f
this year instead of starting when the bill is actually
adopted and the difference is enough that it would be
difficult not to do this to have the money.

SENATOR HIGGINS: What goes from January I of this year'?

SENATOR WESELY: Okay, all we are saying is, under the hill,
t hat 5 pe r ce n t of the licensure fees collected by t he
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