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mockery of the system of laws and justice. Rather than put
p olice o f f i c er s i n t h i s i mpossible pos i t i o n , we should pass
LB 72. But before that can even be considered, I need 25
votes to r e c onsider . This final point, I don't remember the
county from which Sheriff Schneiderheinz comes, bu t he
talked to me in the hall the other day and he said he i s f or
this bill. He had written a letter which I haven't received
yet and I wanted to hand it out but I am te l l i n g yo u h i s
name so you wil l k n ow. He said he can't arrest bookies, he
can't enforce the law against bookies. I think he mentioned
two occasions in eighteen years when he caught two and that
is when they brought in trailers and set up their operation
so notoriously that there is no way for you not t o b e a ware

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time is up. S enator Hefner , p le a s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members o f the bo dy , I
rise against this reconsideration. T hat's r i g h t , Senator
Chambers, I a m s t i l l aga i n s t t hi s bil l a n d probably wi l l b e
for many more days. But you certainly are hard to convince.
You certainly are persistent that you want t his b i l l t o
become law. And, Senator Chambers, I don't think you added
any new dimensions to . your debate this morning that
convinces me or a lot of others on the floor. Like I t ol d
you the other day, I voted against this bill, against
advancement of this bill in committee and the main reason
that I voted against the advancement is because I feel that
it will encourage more gambling in our state. At the
present time, only one state in our nation, o nly one s t a t e
in our nation, and that i s N e v ada , t h a t h as l e g a l i z e d
bookies and I think a lot of you know that N ew Jersey, t h e
State of New Jersey, has a lot of gambling and they have not
l egal i zed i t . So I a sk you t h i s m o r n i ng , w hy should we i n
Nebraska do i t wh e re we h a ve t he good l i f e ' ? I be l i eve t ha t
our Constitution pr ohibits legalized b ookmaking. Our
Constitution prohibits games o f cha n ce . The At t or n e y
General's Opinion that we received the other day confirms
this that it is against our Constitution t o l eg a l i z e
bookmaking. Our Constitution is quite clear on gambling.
Most of the s e gambling issues are unconstitutional.
However, there are several exceptions. These except i ons a r e
stated in our Constitution a nd have been vo t e d o n by t h e
people, voted on by the people in Nebraska. One of them is
the parimutuel wagering which was approved in 1 9 3 4; a n o ther
o ne, bingo, which w a s a pproved i n 1 9 68 . And so Nebraskans

of them.
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