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me in a defensive posture, one i n wh i c h I had t o t ry t o
f igh t o f f a k i l l mo t i on r at h e r t h a n having the opportunity
t o exp l a i n w ha t t he b i l l i s abou t , my reasons for offering
it and why I think you should vote for it. Such having b een
the case, a number of you had said you would vote to allow
t he b i l l t o be r eco ns i d e r e d . The difficulty I am
encountering this morning is that a goodly number of those
who said they would support the reconsideration motion have
not yet made it into the Chamber. I expect they may be
somewhere in the environs. Senator Pappas, I am certainly
glad t ha t y o u a r e h e r e . But pe r s ons su ch as S ena tor D eCamp,
Senator Schmit and others that I know w o u l d s u ppor t the
kill, I don't see here presently. I can see Senato r H e f n e r ,
my number one antagonist,whirling about in h is cha i r
checking h i s re s o u rces a l s o . Yes, he i s cou n ti n g. I t h i n k
it is clear from the presentation I am making now that I am
trying to buy time. During t h e d i scu ss i o n o f t h i s mo t i on I
had hoped to have the opportunity to go into a few aspects
of the bill which I didn' t do the other day. B ut be in g v e r y
realistic, if the people are no t h er e w h o h ad sai d they
would support the motion to reconsider, my discussion of the
bill may not accomplish that much anyway. I look at my good
friend, Senator Chronister, and we h a v e b ee n t h r ou g h many
good days and bad days together on the Judiciary Committee,
and I d o n ' t t h i nk I ev en h a d h i s v o t e o n t h i s b i l l t he ot h er
day. But what I am hoping is that you will give a vote to
r econsider . The i ssu e is a ser i o u s o ne . Some o f you h ave
had the opportunity to make a few inquiries in your district
and other p l a c e s and h ave discovered the tremendous amounts
of money that are wagered on sporting events. There was one
small town where a.. .it was not a scientific s urvey, bu t a
rather informal inquiry was undertaken and it was discovered
that on one of the better football weekends t he 2 p e r c en t
tax that would be imposed on gross bets would have b r ought
i n ab o u t $ 4 0 , 0 00 . Now that is not the amount wagered,
Senator Hefner, that is the amount that w ould have b ee n
brought in under the tax. When you look at the large areas
such as Omaha, Lincoln, Grand Island, North Platte, and then
some of the smaller areas such as Columbus and David City
and other places, then you will understand that there is
considerable money out t here b e i n g wag e r e d on s port i n g
events. I have to be completely frank and h onest w i t h yo u
and tell you that my main concern in offering t hi s b i l l i s
n ot t o r a i se r ev e n ue . I am not offering the bill primarily
to raise revenue. That is one of the side effects, or if
you want to call it a benefit, a side benefit of the passage

1979


