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SENATOR LANDIS: Al l r i gh t . I ' d b e h a p p y to close if we
could gust agree to that as a genera l r u l e . The b i l l , at
this point, does several things, all of which are worthy of
our suppor t . Fi r st , t h e b i l l recognizes the value of rural
s chools a n d mak e s attempts to keep them open and viable.
Secondly, it recognizes that a two-tier system of school tax
obligation is wrong and that to surmount t hat t he r e ar e
several options available to Class I schools. Number one ,
they can consolidate and stay open. N u mber t wo , t h ey can
consolidate and voluntarily close or, n u mber t h r ee , t h ey can
aff i l i a t e a n d p a y a h i gh sc h oo l l ev y . The third thing the
bill does is to recognize that the reliance on the property
tax is too great in the school area and sets up the goal of
moving to the day when we won't have to r ely so he a v i l y o n
i t . Th at , t o o , i s a goal t ha t we al l com monly share.
Fourth, the bill builds in mechanisms for study and for
alteration to make t hese basi c con c e p t s work. I t i sn ' t
rushed into, it isn't thrown d own people ' s t h r o a t s i n two
weeks time. We' ve t aken t i me t o bu i l d i nt o t h er e a
mechanism to look at what we are ab ou t t o d o and to make
whatever adjustments are necessary t o mak e t he concepts
l i ve . You kn ow t h o s e three c o ncept s o u g h t t o be ab l e t o
co-exi s t ; do i ng away with a two-tier t ax ob l i gat i on
difference, recognizing the value of rural schools and
keeping them open, and moving away from reliance on the
property tax. Is there anything in that list of three that
has to contradict the other two? I don't think so. LB 662
is premised on the philosophy that says those things are no t
contradictory. It is trying to achieve that goal. It is a
major piece of legislation whose time has come but who needs
additional fine tuning, b oth b y st ud y a nd by amendment
perhaps ne x t ye a r . B ut t ho s e c o n c e p t s a re t h e on e s we
should adhere to and support today. L et' s m ove L B 6 6 2 .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senat o r L amb the n Sena t o r Lab ed z , but
Senator Lamb, may I introduce some guests o f Sen a t o r
Barre t t . Unde r t he south balcony they are Mr. and Mrs . Bi l l
Podraza o f Lex i ngt o n , Nebraska. He i s t he City Manager at
Lexington. Would you please s tand and b e r e c o g n i z e d . Thank

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, members, I ask t h at t he b i l l
n ot b e ad va n ced t o d a y . I think any reasonable person in
this room will say that the b i l l i s a h od g e p odge at t h i s
point. Ev en Senator DeCamp agrees with me on that. He

y ou. Sen a t o r L a mb .
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