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defeated .

be offered in this situation. Nobody, by t h e w ay , h a s a s ked
for this option that we know of. Nobody at the hearing said
l e t ' s d o this. Nobody has written m e saying, b y t he w a y ,
what we need tc do is build more high schools, Dave, that is
what w o u l d t ake c ar e of this problem. This option i s
cost-ineffective to a tremendous tune, and also b u r d ens and
threatens existing high schools that your kids are now going
to. I object to the amendment and hope that it wil l b e

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hoagland, please.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: ( Response i naud i b l e . )

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Okay. Sena t o r J o h n son , do y o u w i s h t o
close , p l e a se ? Sen a t o r R od Jo h n s on, d id you w i sh t o c l os e ,
please? Excuse me, Senator Smith just came on as I c a l l ed
that. Did you wish to speak about this amendment?

SENATOR SMITH: I wou l d j u st l i ke to make a short statement
in support of Senator Johnson's amendment. I do r e p r e s en t a
district which has a large Class VI school in that district.
We had a meeting that was a county-wide meeting on Saturday,
and had representatives of the different school cl-asses that
spoke on their stand. One of the things that was.. . not o n e
of the...at one time but many times by the people that were
t here , i n c l ud i ng ou r superintendent of t he Cl ass I I I
d is t r i c t wh i ch was Hastings, stated that this is an
alternative that would help to solve the rural di lemma,
a l l owin g t ho se p e o p l e t o r e t a i n l oc a l control and still
p rovid i n g qu al i t y edu c a t i o n for the rural youths in our
districts in the state. Sc I wo u l d l i ke t o go on re c or d as
supportive of Senator Johnson's amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER N I CHOL: Now I be l i e v e we a r e ready f o r y our

SENATOR R. JOH NSON: Mr. Speaker, members, I w il l c on c l u d e
v ery q u i c k l y . I j u st want t o reiterate what I said in my
opening that quite frankly I feel this is an option that
maybe no one w i l l u se . However t h e r e ar e ar e a s o f t he state
that I'm sure it might be a consideration at least. I j u s t
wanted to put that language back into the bill so that those
people, if they want to h ave t h i s cho i c e o f c r e a t i n g a
Class VI district, they can do so. They are allowed to keep
their local school si tes o p en , t he y a r e al lowed t o k eep

c los i ng , S e n a to r Ro d J o hnson .
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