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urban districts that the rural residents are not represented
on t h o s e bo a r d s , and if they are represented, they are
underrepresented. It doesn't make much difference to have
less than half. That doesn't do you m uch good a s f a r as
your vo t i n g i s c once r n ed a nd rural p eople t o d ay have gone
down the road and pointed out fantastic new structures built
i n many l i t t l e c o mmuni t i e s with a p r ep o nderance o f rural
dol l a r s and t h ey ar e con c e r ned that once that system is
built into law that there will be less reluctance on the
part of urban residents to consider alternate methods of
financing. Now I have, I think on good authority, reason t o
believe that the members o f t h i s b ody , ur b a n as wel l as
rural, know there are inequities in the present system, know
that it must be addressed, know that there isn't any way the
rural people of this state are going to have an equal basis
of representation on a school b o ar d wh i c h i s made up o f
rural and urban ard, therefore, there's got to be some other
sort of financing. As Senator DeCamp has pointed o ut i t
used to be different when the preponderance o f people were
r ural , t h e sc h o o l s were run totally rural or u rban, i t wa s
relatively easy Tha t is n o longer t h e c as e, b ut as the
rural property moves into the entire school system, there
has to be some kind of equitable funding other than property
because proper ty has no l o ng e r an equitable basis for the
funding of education. And as I hav". said earlier, if we do
not make that kind of a transition then we will see the kind
o f an action tha t will take the res ponsibility for
legislation away from this Legislature.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r Vi cke r s .

SENATOR V I CKERS: Mr. President and members, I ' d l i ke to
point out what the DeCamp amendment is doing to that almost
80 percent of the rural folks who are i n K- 1 2s r i g ht n ow.
I'd like to also point out to you that we have been told by
some folks, there are s ome p e o p l e go i ng around as I
ment'oned earlier telling people that we' re d o ing a way w i t h
small K-12s. It h appened i n m y h om e t own which r ea l l y
upsets me when people come out and tell a complete untruth.
Let me tell you what this amendment would do. It says that
the monies are going to be distributed pro rata among among
t he h i gh sch oo l s which pro vide education t o s t u de n t s
r esid in g on l and within the ag ricultural l and sc h o o l
district. Now what that means is we' re going to say that it
costs the same amount t o p r o v i d e a h i gh s chool educa t i o n
every place in this s tate , e v e r y p l ace w h e r e there i s a
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