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PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr . President, this is an amendment I
mentioned when the bill first came up. I t i s a n a mendment I
h ave t a l k e d t o you i nd i v i du a l l y about. It is now being
passec out despite the fact it is also in the Journal. I
have suggested if indeed it is a matter of tax equity rather
than reorganization, then there is a simple solution. I t i s
a fair solution and it resolves a problem you' re going to
have to face up to and that is the free high tuition
problem. Additionally, I believe it sets a pr e ce d ent f or
maybe the standards of l egi s l a t i n g i n t he f u t u r e we wi l l
have to do as we change the financing of school system.
What the amendment does is as follows. For purposes o n ly o f
high school, in other words the final four years, it creates
a single school district or single taxing district I think
is even a more proper word for all Class I property in the
entire state. I w ant to emphasize it does n ot d i s t u r b a n y
existing school districts. It does not disturb any existing
school boards. It does not affect or disturb any existing
financing system for the primary grades. It deals only with
t he h i g h s c h oo l whi ch i n m o s t Cl a s s I ' s i s now f i n anced by
something called free high tuition which is in the courts
and is in a state of con fusion b ecause o f p r ob a b le
unconstitutionality. All p ro p e r t y i n t h i s d i st r i ct wou l d be
valued just as you would any other property, but t he b i g
difference is the following two things: N umber one, it
would have a uniform mil l l ev y , a un i f or m t ax at i o n r at e .
The rate I propose is three-quarters of 1 p e r c e n t . That
uniform rate, so far as I can determine based on existing
values, would raise probably about $30 million. T he cur r e n t
amount being paid, as I understand it from t he records , i s
about $25 m i l l i on . So t h i s wou l d b e a s i g n i f i c a n t i nc r ea s e
in taxes or money raised from Class I's for purposes of
financing high school education. How would t h e m o ne y be
d is t r i b u t e d ? Ver y si m p l y , i t wou l d be distributed on a per
capita basis so if $30 million is raised and if there were
1,000 students across the state going to different schools,
then the amount for each student that would be pai d t o
whatever scho o l t hey h appened t o be at t end e d would b e
uni f or m a nd i t wou l d b e w h a t, $3,000 . I re pe at , t h i s
r esolve s t he f r ee high tuition issue. It establishes a
uniform method of taxing the Class I's so they would know
where they are. I t does not disturb their existing school
districts, school boards or any of those things or any
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