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basis , and apparent l y y ou. do. I'm getting a little sick and
tired of it. I helped Omaha and Lincoln, as many of the
otners did, or you wouldn't have gotten it. N ow s t o p a nd
t hink a l i t t l e b i t . We ar e helping yo u t oo . There a re
property owners in Omaha and Lincoln as well as there are in
rural Ne braska. Hav e yo u s t o p p ed and thought about that'?
I 'm ge t t i n g a l i t t l e b i t t i r ed of these people from the big
city that are talking against something that wil l he l p
themselves as well as helping t h e ru r al p eop l e . Senator
Johnson has long felt that property tax was t oo l o p s i d e d .
Now he's Chairman of the Revenue Committee and h e's go t a n
opportunity to help it, and what does he do, talk against
it. Now I say to you stop and think what you are doing this
morning. We have now the printouts that will be distributed
to you. You can see what it wil l d o t o you r l o ca l scho o l
d is t r i c t . I hop e y o u w i l l l ook at i t . I would hope that we
wil l ge t an oppo r t u n i t y t o c l o s e, t oo . T hank y o u ,

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y ou , Sen a t o r Carsten . Nex t t h e Chair
recognizes Senator Schmit.

SENATOR S C HMIT: Mr. President and me mbers of t he
Legislature, it is amazing to m e how l i t t l e i n f or m a t io n
people have about this bill. I t i s a l so i nt e r est i ng t o m e
how many people are not aware of where individual senators
have taken a position on this bill. I th ink it is v e r y
apparent, and Senator Carsten has touched upon an issue here
which is a little sensitive, and which i s ve r y v i t a l , and we
j ust may a s w e l l b r i ng i t ou t i n t h e op e n , t here i s a ve r y
distinct division between rural and urban on this bill and
perhaps on this amendment. I want to point out though,
h owever, t h a t I a gr ee . .. and I have an amendment of my own
w hich was d r a w n r a t h e r hast i l y a n d w h i c h wi l l nee d to be
redrawn. But I do not believe that we do have the authority
to delegate to the Department of Revenue our responsibility
insofar as the determination is to be made relative to the
allocation of funds for the support of schools. That i s a
legislative responsibility. I want to point out also that I
am not a Johnny-come-lately in this area, neither is Senator
Carsten no r sev e r a l o t h er s w h o h a v e tried for many years to
devise some system for providing some basic tax relief for
property. I know there are people who are go ing t o d i sag r e e
with me. But I believe that if the funding situation were
resolved that there would still be some, but there would not
be nearly as much opposition to the reorganization. I want

Mr. P re s i d e n t .
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