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SENATOR C A RSTEN: Mr. Pres i den t and members of the
Legislature, I ri se to enc o u r a ge you to support this
amendment. Senator DeCamp has given a very thorough outline
of it. That which he said is absolutely true, the bill is
gu ted, but it, at least in my opinion, I think addresses
the very basic issue which has brought forth LB 662 to begin
with . I n ad d i t i on t o gi v i n g t h e support to the amendment,
we are at the moment trying to get a copy of a printout of
what t h e f - r m u l a f or t h e s upport o f sch o o l s wil l d o t o
property tax in every school district in the state. As soon
as that is finished, we will have it distributed t o you s o
that yo u can s e e what i t w i l l do t o you r p ro p e r t y t ax i n
your own school district. I have l on g , an d a s I s aid t h e
other day, felt that the financing of schools is to a large
degree a s t at e responsibility because o f w h a t ou r
Constitution says. It is the only government entity that,
by Constitution, the state has a responsibility. According
to the hearings that we have held, as I also said the other
d ay, f o r a n u mber o f ye a r s , addressing property tax and the

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Carsten, I am sorry to bother you but
I ' ve had a request from a member that we can't quite hear
you. The Chair woulc' like to ask for order and attention to
this important debate, p l eas e . (Gavel. ) Keep your
c onversat i o n l eve l d own. Th a n k you . Pr oc ee d , Senator
Carsten . I ' m sor r y .

SENATOR CARSTEN: T hese hear i n g s that we have held clear
across t h e st at e , i nclud in g t e st i m o ny from ta xp a yers
themselves, that schools do demand from property too much
load for it to carry. It is out of proportion. We have
s uggested b r oadening t h e b ase and have go t t e n very little,
if any, support for broadening. But we h ave ha d t r e mendous
support from making more equitable in proportion that which
i s now i n p l ace u si n g gen e r a l f und money that is made up
largely from sales and income, miscellaneous and so forth
for a larger share of the suppor t o f scho o l s . As Senato r
DeCamp said , t he re a r e some details that need t o be w o r k e d
out, some further problems that we need to address , b u t we
wil l do t hat . Bu t we b e l i eve this is the first step that
addresses t h e p r ob l em a s it now exists. It would ap pear
that there is strong support from many of the schools, many
from the school boards. I think that if the Class I's will
think very seriously about it, and what i t wi l l do , t he y t o o
can support this measure. I w o u l d ur ge you t o l ook

excess.. .
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