
M arch 14 , 1 9 85 LB 209

Health Committee, Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h an k y o u . Mr. President, I will start off
with a br i e f i nt r o du c t i on of the bill, the committee
amendments and then go to the amendment to the committee
amendments. LB 209 is a very important bill and I c ommend
Senator Smith for introducing it to the Hospital Association
for their involvement with it. We h ave a very ser i o u s
problem in rural Nebraska in terms of rural hospitals. They
are faced with a DRG system from the federal government that
is forcing them into a very tight fiscal situation. They
need to be more efficient, and their services, they need to
find different ways of providing for the health c a r e n e eds
of ru r a l Ne b r a s ka . So LB 209 is an attempt to loosen up a
b i t on t he de f i ni t i on s of hospitals and allow them some
f l ex i b i l i t y t he y d o n ' t n o w h a v e under rules and regulations
and under different classifications of hospitals. L B 209 i s
brought to you w ith the cooperation of not on l y t he
hospitals but the Department of Health to try to accommodate
t he n e e d t o ch an g e t he focus of some rural h ospi t a l s ,
specifically rather than attempting to have small rural
hospitals be full service i nst i t u t i o n s , t h i s b i l l would
allow them to be what would be called "short term" hospitals
under the committee amendments so that they could provide
for the health care needs of their area but when it comes to
the more costly different hospital services t hey wou l d
probably not be able to provide those cost effectively so
they are then to refer those people to a particxpating full
servic e h os p i t a l . And w ha t we ha ve t h en is a t i er ed
hospital system, much more t han we h a v e n o w . This would
help those rural hospitals, now facing a very bleak future,
to survive and continue to serve their communities and
areas . Th at i s t he f unction of 209 . The committee
amendments, again, are a clarification of the terminology of
what these hospitals under the new classification would be
called. Under the bill they are called "hospital or clinic
for rural health". U nder th e b i l l t he y w o u l d b e " short t e rm
hospital". They al so changed some terminology for
rehabi l i t at i o n f ac i l i t y to rehabilitation hospital, the
waiver p r ov i si on i n t h e b i l l , wh i c h is an attempt to
recognize that sometimes rules and regulations for these
small rural hospitals d on' t a l w a y s fit and don't always
accomplish their purpose. There is a waiver allowed under
the bill. This clarifies how that waiver would be operated
by the Department of Health. And then some of the o t h e r
amendments mostly are attempts to clarify different elements
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