
March 14, 1 985 LB 373, 421

PRESIDENT: Is there further discussion on LB 421? I f not ,
the motion is to advance the bill from General Fi le . Al l
those in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. We' re voting on
the advancement of LB 421 from G eneral F i l e t o En r o l l m e n t
and Review fo r R ev i ew . P lease r e c or d y o u r v ote . Ha v e y o u
all voted? Record the vote, Mr. Clerk.

C LERK: 2 8 a y es , 0 nay s , M r . P re s i d e n t , on t h e a d v ancement
o f LB 421 .

P RESIDENT: 4 21 i s adv an c e d . L B 3 7 3 .

CLERK: Mr. President, LB 373 was a bill that was introduced
by S enato r Beu t l e r . (Ti t l e read . ) I t was r ead o n
January 18, referred to Judiciary, advanced to General File.
I have no amendments to the bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
this bill essentially just increases the jurisdiction of the
small claims court from $1,000 to $1,500 and then allows the
Supreme Court to adjust it every fifth year after that based
o n the c on s umer p r i c e index. The small claims court , of
course, is just that. It hears small claims and i t i s
l imi t e d b y a j ur i sdi c t i on a l a m ount a n d that jurisdictional
a mount or i g i n a l l y , b ac k in 1972 when the c o u r t w as set u p ,
was $500. It was increased to $1,000 in 1979. I think that
was the first bill I i n t r o d uced i n t he Legis l a t u r e . And
t hen. . . we ' re p r o pos i n g now that it be increased to $1 ,500
and I wa n t t o assu r e you that that increase,which i s
supported by the Bar Association by the way, simply r e f l e c t s
the increase in the consumer price index from the last time
it was increased until the present tame. So basically it' s
keeping t h e j ur i sdi ct i on a l a m ount t he same in a philosophic
sense, b ut i nc r ea si ng the dol lar amount b ecause of
i n f l a t i o n. Th at ' s al l t he b i l l do es . I w o u l d move i t s

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r H a b erman. S enator Haberman, do yo u w i s h
to speak on this bill, Senator Beutler's 373?

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of t he body , I
would urg e yo u t o support this bill. I t ' s a good h i l l .
It's going to help everybody and we urge that you advance it

advancement.
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