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Now what you have to remember is that at the same time that
we created the Natural Resource Districts and the r eas o n
for, in part, in large part creating the Natura l R e source
Districts ~as that we had out there 16 different k inds o f
a ssessment d i s t r i ct s , i r r i ga t i on assessment districts, soil
conservation assessment districts, water i rrigation
districts, all different kinds of political subdivisions
that the State of Nebraska had created throughout its
history to deal with one kind of natural resource problem or
another. So in 1972 Senator Kremer, who represented t he
district that Rod Johnson represents now and who w a s t he
dean of the Legislature in terms of water legislation and
natural resource legislation, he said t h i s i s wh a t we' re
going to do, going to end all of those multiple districts
because w e ' re w o r k i n g a gainst ea c h o t her a n d we' re not
working together and we should do this b y geographic a r e a .
We "hould put the Natural Resource Districts in control and
they should coordinate everything and that is what we did
throughout this state, in Senator Sieck's district, out
west, in Senator Baack's district, across t h e st at e we
elimina ted a l l of t h ose d i f f e re n t kinds of districts, all
except s i x . The r e we r e s i x of them in Senator Kremer' s
district, conservation districts, that are the subject o f
this bill and Senator Kremer said, we' ve got some special
problems there, we need to extend these fo r f ou r yea r s o r
f iv e yea r s . And so at the same time that we wiped out
everybody else's districts, those six were left i n Senator
Kremer's district which is now Senator Johnson's district
and they were extended from 1972 to sometime late in 1977.
Then they came in and said, well they are continuing to have
some kind of special problems so they need ex t r a mo n ey a nd
they need the continued existence of the six conservation
districts so the Legislature extended it. T hen when I w a s
on Public Works Committee in 1981 or two, t hey ca m e i n and
said , w e l l l et ' s e x t end i t t o 1987 and i n m y op i n i on t he y
did not give any evidence before the Public Works Committee
that showed they had any particular problems in addition to
the problems that everybody else had, but once again the
Legislature extended these little six districts when they
had wiped out literally hundreds of others across t h e s t a t e .
And so now once again history repeats itself and we continue
not to deal with the problem and Senator J o h n son comes i n
with a bill to give his district special advantages that no
other district in the s tate h as . Ev e ry p l ac e e lse i n t h i s
state, the Natural Resource District is the one and onl y
contro l l i ng pub l i c e nt i t y on natu ra l re sou r c e s e x c e p t in
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