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that money go into the general fund .so it would be spread
over the whole state. So, for that reason, I o ppose th e
Warner amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator Remmers.

SENATOR R EMMERS: Mr. Pre s i d en t and members of the
Legislature, I am going to support the amendment because I
do think that our road funds need that money. I agree with
Senator Nichol on the distribution of the road fund money.
Some of the changes we made, I did not approve of. But our
highways, ou r c ou n t y r oads and t h e c o u n t y b ridges need t h e
money and I would prefer to see it stay in the highway
funds.

PRESIDENT: Senator Miller.

SENATOR MILLER: This body should reject this amendment. It
would, in fact, be a windfall and if the roads depar t ment
needs more money which they might, they can come i n and go
through a hearing and through the process like everyone else
does. This body should not be voting in windfa l l s at t h i s

PRESIDENT: I s t h er e anyone else that wishes to s peak on t h e
Warner amendment to the committee amendments'? Senator
W arner, y o u may c l o s e .

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. Pr e s i d en t and members of the
Legislature, number one, Senator Nichol, the money goes to
the cities and the counties, 46.6 percent of i t wh i ch ,
obvious l y , cove r s the whole state. Certa i n l y i t i s n ot a
windfall nor should that term be used because it c osts X
amount of dollars for maintenance o f r o a d s and s t r eet s
throughout the state and it is a question of whether or not
you want to retain the dedicated user fee on sales t a x f o r
motor vehicles for r oads o r n o t and the option...the other
alternative is that you i ncrease t h e g as t ax . Now, as a
matter of fact, during the s event i e s a b o u t t he on l y g r o w t h
the fund had was from s ales tax. It w a s a ver y s t e ady
growth that was about all that kept the r oads i n a n y k i nd o f
s hape at all. I t is very likely as conservation of fuel
continues to be improved as far as the use, miles per gallon
for more efficient cars that you are going to s ee e i t h e r
skyrocketing gas tax because of less use, o r you h ave go t t o
e xpand th e so ur c e o f r ev e n u e more equitably. Now I t h i nk

t ime.
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