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I would commend you, Senator Lamb, for. introducing it. What
we have here is a revenue sharing bill which we have needed,
which we ar e a l l wa n t i n g a n d I t h i nk i t i s ma d e a l i t t l e b i t
better by John DeCamp's idea of putting the lid on the
amount of monies that could be sent back. I don't think the
l i d i s h i gh enou g h , so I think that prudent business
management would make us ki l l t hi s amen d ment t o the
amendment, but also then pass LB 38.

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp. Senator John, you are up if you
wish to speak again. This is your amendment.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, this is a scenario this
entire Legislature has been through in excruciating pain one
time before. This is...I don't know if I could say it so
you would understand it, in law we have a word called a "cow
case". It is a later case that just is identical to a
previous one and it sits "on all fours". I have been
through this as has Senator Warner, Senator Schmit, Senator
Cal Carsten. If you do not have some system for capping and
targeting very carefully your property tax relief, i t w i l l
get out of control, number one. It w il l h a un t you e v e r y
year with additional court cases, additional s olut i on s a n d
it will, as my nemesis, J. J. Exon, said, be a permit for a
raid on the treasury, and that is what you are sett i n g i t up
for unless you do it right. Take the time, some of you, to
go back and read the history of the personal property tax
issue. The farmers refused to cooperate in some k ind o f a
circuit breaker limit. The net payback to them was, yes,
you got complete elimination of the personal property tax
and then you got significant amounts shifted onto real
estate and you didn't really ever get the problem completely
solved in terms of the overall picture. To my agricultural
friends, and I am from an agricultural district, you had
bette r b e r ea s o n abl e o r you a re goi n g t o end u p b ur n e d
again . You ha v e g ot Amendment 4. Amendment 4 primarily
resulted because you didn't do the other one in a reasonable
fashion, the personal property tax i ssue . I f yo u l eav e a
wide open, open-ended amount, you will h ave t h es e t h i ng s
occur. At the local level,they will use this to raise
additional revenue because they know you are go i n g t o get
the rebate on the other end. A nd a s t he r eb a t e o n t h e other
end comes, o r I sho u l d s ay as taxes at the local level stay
the same or keep increasing without any noticeable relief,
you will then have the pressure here to put additional
dollars in. It will be personal property tax issue all over
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