
M arch 12 , 1 9 85 LB 38

your dollars. This amendment, and I am not saying it is the
one to adopt because we might want to tailor it, it says, we
can go up to thirty percent r ebate i f we wi l l pu t a
reasonable cap. I have put the cap at 300. W hy have I d o n e
that '? T he average h ome i s pay i ng , average homestead i s
paying about a thousand. Obviously, some pay more, so me pay
less. Thirty percent would be $300. Now, obviously, thirty
percent in that fashion means an incredible reduction, an
incredible reduction in property taxes for about ninety
percent of the entire population of the state. The
homeowner, the average farmer, yes, the average farmer is
going to benefit just as much. They would get their thirty
percent just like the homeowner in town. And so, y es , i t i s
an incredible tax reduction. And with the cap it can be
done, that total program I have outlined here, the total
cost $ 127 mi l l i o n. Th e who l e b i l l originally was geared
around a $100 million program. If you want to keep it at a
hundred, you could make it 2 5 percent o r som e v aria t i o n
there. The two most important things, I repeat, you have
got to have some reasonable cap t hat i s p r et t y l i mi t ed so
you can get maximum property tax relief to at least 90 to
95 percent of the population of the state. O therwise, as
t he b i l l i s n ow wr i t t en , you wil l g i v e al m o s t n ot h i ng ,
10 percent to the homeowner and the bulk of t he money wi l l
have gone to all the large corporations of the state, all
the ver y l ar ge b u s i n e s ses who already have benefited from
just about every property tax or special tax exemption there
is. I would urge you to adopt the amendment, o r i f y o u h a v e
reasonable suggest i o ns in b e tw een, such a s 2 5 pe r ce n t an d
some other variable, fine, b ut f o r gosh s a k e s i f w e ar e
going to go ahead with this and do something, l et ' s d o h e r
right and let's make sure we really target the money to

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) The Chair recognizes Senator Lamb.
Vard Joh n s on , e x c us e me . Senator Va rd John so n a nd then
Senator Lamb, Landis, Haberman, Beutler and Goodrich.

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Well, Mr. President and members of the
body, the D eCamp am endment i s one t h at I would
wholeheartedly support and would commend to you for your
support as well. The biggest diffi.­.ulty with Senator Lamb' s
LB 38 as drafted and even with the committee amendments is
i t p r o v i d e s an acr o s s t he boar d 10 p er c en t r e b a t e t o a l l
propert y t axp a yer s i n Nebraska . And a s Senat o r DeCamp
points out, we do have in Nebraska some property owners that

where i t i s nee d ed .
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