
March 12, 1 985 LB 38

CLERK: Mr. President, the amendment that Senator DeCamp
w ishes t o cons i d e r i s l abe l e d , I be l i e ve , n umber t hree i n
the Journal, of his amendments. I t i s o n p age 883 .

PRESIDENT: P age 883? The Chair recognizes Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I really wish you would
listen because this is our second big property tax bill. It
is my impression from talking to senators that they are
inclined to go with some kind of a direct rebate program in
terms of property tax relief. And property t ax , as everyone
knows, is one of the things I have worked to try to get some
real relief on over the years. I wil l s a y h ere t hat u n l e s s
we do it in a proper way, I, personally, will not support 38
on the Final unless we do something reasonable. What am I
t a l k i n g a b out ? I am talking about putting a t ap on t he
maximum amount you are going to reimburse. O therwise , y o u
will spend a fortune and obtain ve r y l i t t l e t rue proper t y
tax relief and you will get trapped in the same thing that
happened on the personal property tax which i s an ever
increasing cost to the state, unless you get a handle early.
Let me give you a specific actual example of what I am
talking about, and please listen. If you give ten percent
r eimbursement, I repeat, i f you give t en pe r ce n t
reimbursement across the board a s t h e b i l l now i s , the
average homeowner. . . a nd th e av e r a ge t ax is about a th ou s a nd
dollars, the average homeowner is going to get $100 rebate.
However, the bulk of your money, a vast amount of it is
going to g o to a limited n umber o f i nd i v i dua l s or
corporat i on s who a lready hav e r ec e i v e d e v e r y kind o f t ax
relief you can imagine. I have not been able to get all the
f igures b ut I wil l r ec i t e some o f them so you will
understand wh a t I am talking about. I w i l l u se t wo
examples. One is Lincoln County, James Pappas's District;
o ne i s L a n c a s te r C o un t y , everybody's district. Let us t ak e
Lincoln County, James Pappas's District. T h ese are not
necessarily the ten largest property taxpayers. They a re
n ames we g r a b bed a t r ardom who we k n e w we r e b ig p r oper t y
taxpayers. If you go the ten percent with the bill the way
it is, you will do as follows. To Union P a c i f i c who now
p ays $693,000 i n p r o p e r t y t ax e s i n L i n c o l n C o un ty , y o u w i l l
give t hem $70,000, $ 69,000. Th e y a l r e ad y h a v e t he var i o u s
exemptions, the various benefits. The costs o f t h i s a r e
calculated already i n their cost o f operat i on . Tha t
railroad isn't the o ne cry in g f o r pr o p e r t y t ax r e l i e f . I t
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