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long time and the savings a re going . t o b e t h e r e f or t h a t
length o f t i me . Th i s i s a long-term investment. I t i s a
capital investment and it is a high rate o f return
investment and that' s why this is a long-term proposal that
has been successfu l and suppor ted . As Senator Remmers said,
many editorials have been written in support of the program.
Much support has been there from the teachers and the school
boards across the State of Nebraska to continue the program.
I think Senator Remmers has got a concern . I t ' s bee n t h e r e
for a long time and I respect his interest in the issue. I
don' t w an t to raise any doubts about his sincerity, but I
can tell you that the energy issue, though not a major issue
today in our state and in o ur na t i o n , i s st i l l a p r ob l e m .
It has not been resolved. We still import over 90 percent
of our energy in this state and ou r nat i or t oo, i s
suffering from our hi gh rate of imports o f e nergy.
Everything w e ca n do t o conserve e nergy, wh e t h er i n our
publi c b u i l di n g s o r i n ou r p r i v at e homes is going to help
our nation remain strong. When we import, that puts us in a
vulnerable position. It makes us subject to h igh p r i c e s .
It makes us subject to cut off a supply. I t makes us
vulnerable and everything we can do t o save ou r ene r g y i s
going to be of benefit to us all and it seems to me that
this bill, this program has done .that. It has proven
itself. The rate of return that you have is identification
enough of that and it will continue for the next three years
if this bill is passed and continued. Now one t h i n g I ' d
l i ke t o c hi d e Sen a t o r R emmers a l i t t l e b i t about, h e t al k s
about the fact that o f th e 5 m il l i on go i n g t o the schoo l
weatherization fund, about $500,000 is sent t o t he N e b r a ska
Energy Resource fu nd an d t h e n s o m e other money is sent to
administer the school weatherization program and for tuition
assistance for math and science teachers. And correct me if
I'm wrong, Senator Remmers, but didn't you pass that bill to
put t h e $100 , 0 0 0 i n t o t h e t u i t i or assistance for math and
science teachers'? So if we are l o si ng a l i t t l e b i t o f t ha t
money of the severance tax money, part of the r eason i s a n
amendment that Senator Remmers put on the bill a c ouple o f
years ago. So that must have been a good project, I'm sure,
Senator Remmers, but let me a lso sa y . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...that some of the other projects, to let
you know what that other money is going for if that is a
concern of yours and I think perhaps it might be, you' ll see
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