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C LERK: 2 7 aye s , 0 nays on ad o p t i o n o f Senator Johnson ' s
amendment to the bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The Vard Johnson amendment is adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Var d Joh n s on .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Well, Mr. Speaker, members of the body,
I 'm go i n g t o ask t h a t yo u advance the b i l l . Now t he b i l l
calls for a homestead exemption of $15,000 per house. There
are 280,000 homesteads in the State o f Nebraska . The r e a r e
a lot of...The average value, i ncident a l l y , o f t he ho u s e i n
Nebraska for tax purposes is, I believe it i s $38,000 . My
memory might b e a l i t t l e d i m on that. But I think that is
about what it is. So what w i l l h app e n i s wi t h a $15,000
homestead exemption we will simply lower t he a ve r a g e
h omeowners proper t y t axes abou t 50 p er c e n t . That wi l l b e
the amount that we w il l l ower t he av er a g e homeowners
property taxes. Obviously t here a r e som e h ou s e s i n our
state that are worth $15,000 or less. Those people will pay
no property taxes on their houses. T here ar e s ome houses i n
our state that are worth $150,000 in which case this bill
will not make a great dent on th e i r t axe s . Now the farming
and ranching community doesn't like t hi s b i l l be cau s e t h e
farming and ranching community says this bill is targeted to
the urban homeowner. W ell, you know, farmers and ranchers
own houses that receive homestead e xemption. They g e t
homestead exemptions, s o the i r ho u s e s d on ' t . . . they w i l l h av e
the same...the same thing wil l h a p pen t o t h em u nder t h i s
bil l a s wi l l happ en t o t he homeowner in Omaha, Nebraska, or
L incoln , Neb r a s ka , o r G r and I s l a nd , o r Beatr i ce , o r wh at
have yo u . I n addi t i on , and I wa n t the senators to
understand and recognize this, we are treating agricultural
land in a special way in our state to keep those taxes at a
r easonable l e v e l . But we are not treating residences in the
same fashion. We have s imply a l l ow e d t h e r e si d e n ces i n ou r
state to carry a disproportionate amount of the tax load.
Furthermore, there will be businesses who will complain .
There will be businesses who complain and say you know the
homeowner got tax relief, but the business didn't get tax
relief. Well, doggone it, the businesses have gotten tax
relief over the years by our taking business inventory off
the tax rolls. Th at is a big ticket item we took off t h e
tax rolls. Did we take homes off the tax rolls? No, ma' am,
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