
March 11, 1 985 LB 712

S PEAKER NICHOL: O ka y . Senator Var d J o hnson i s n e x t .

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of t he body , I
think Senator Lamb was truly correct when he said that the
Vickers amendment should be re j ec te d . Each p r ope r t y tax
relief concept that you are going t o hear , w h i c h you w i l l
hear I guarantee that, you need to h ear a s an i nd i v i dua l
c oncept . A l l I am say i n g with LB 712, homestead exemptions
are one form of very significant property tax r e l i e f . I
want this body to say yes or no on homestead exemptions. I
also want this body to be able to pinpoint the money for the
homestead exemption program. I do . I f t h i s b ody f a i l s t o
do that, then if we fund the homestead exemption program we
take it out of income taxes, out of sales taxes, out o f
corporate income taxes, out of miscellaneous fees, etc .

,

etc . , etc. Ok ay? We just put i t i n t h e po t l i ke eve r y
other thing. I am prepared to e armark or d ed i ca t e , in
effect, a one cent sales t a x t o LB 712 . I'm pr ep a r e d t o
dedicate a one cent sales tax to LB 38 which is the Lamb
proposal. I am prepared to dedicate a one cent sales tax to
LB 397 with is the school boys proposal. And that is what
I'm going to do. But if we simply get a Vickers amendment
on a bill which says we are going to increase the s ales t a x
by one cent anc put that one cent in the property tax r el i e f
fund, and then later on some how and in some w ay th i s b o d y
begins to move itself to form a coa l i t i on as t o how the
money is to be distributed, I t h i nk w e w i l l b e h er e u nt i l
next December. I t hink y ou' ve got to do it a step at a
time. You' ve cot to say I'm going to put money here, out o f
the sales tax, behind this measure. That i s w h a t I wou l d
d o. I wou l d r e j ec t the Vickers amendment. I w o u l d k e e p
your feet to the fire on the homestead exemption and
increasing the sales tax for that purpose a nd tha t p u r p o se
only . Th e n i f you reject it I'm going to take you t o t h e
n ext o ne , LB 38 , sam e sales tax increase but for a l i t t l e
different purpose, ten percent a cross t he b oa r d rebate .
We' ll talk the pros and cons of that. But I wou l d n ' t j u st
simply say we are going to increase the s ales t ax o n e c e n t
and put it in a pot called the property tax relief fund, we
are going to work out the terms of that pot later on. That
i s bad p o l i c y - mak i n g .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, then Senator Iabedz.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, first of all, for
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