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members, accompanied by their President. Would yo u p l e a se
rise and be welcome by your Legislature. Senator Remmers.

SENATOR RENMERS: Nr. President, members of the Legislature,
I f ee l l i k e Se n a t o r V i ck e r s . I 'm opposed to the bill. I
wasn't going to speak until we got on the bill, but I'm also
opposed to the amendment. I guess I could also say that I'm
going to oppose my good friend Howard Lamb, Senator L amb' s
bill which comes up next for much the same reason. I think
ms'be t h at we h av e a r igh t t o be a l i t t l e su rp r i sed at
Se'gator Johnson pushing so hard for homestead exemptions. I
always thought that Senator Johnson was concerned about t h e
less privileged rather than the privileged. I t s eems t o me
when you are talking about homestead exemptions you are
t alk i n g abo u t t he p r i v i l ege d . There a r e a l ot of
substandard homes, wher e p e o p l e live, that are valued at
less than $15,000 on the tax rolls and would not get the
full credit for the homestead exemption. We have a lot of
people who do not own their homes, but live a s tenant s a n d
d on' t g e t t he benefit of the homestead exemption. Besides
t he su b s t a ndard homes, we h ave p e o p l e l i v i ng i n mob i l e
homes. I'm sure that they would not qua l i f y f o r t h e f u l l
amount. I guess why homestead exemptions are so popular is
b ecause hom eowners a re m ore inclined t o vote tha n
nonhomeowners. I believe the record will definitely show
t hat hom e owners a r e more i nclined to vote than
nonhomeowners. So maybe that is why homestead exemption
bills are so popular. I just feel very strongly that this
is the wrong direction to go. I have suppor ted an i n c r e a se
in sales tax. I have no problem increasing the s tate s a l e s
tax, but not for this particular use. I'm constantly told,
when I am speaking in favor of state aid to schools where I
think the sales tax should go, that, well, school districts
a re j u s t s i mp l y go i n g t o spend the money. To me that is
saying that you don't have much confidence in your school
boards. Are those of you who make that statement willing to
go home and tell your school board members I don't trust you
to cut taxes, I don't trust you to do what your people want
you to do? No, you wouldn't do that. We talk a lot about
local control. If you are talking about l ocal c o n t r o l you
would give them the privilege to spend their money the way
they feel it s hould be spent, they are local elected
officials. I' ll tell you the pressures are pretty strong on
those local school boards to spend money for their schools.
I don't think the record will s how that we h ave b een ov e r l y
generous t o ou r scho o l s i n this state. I d on't bel ieve
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