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prepared to answer them, but I'm speaking against the kill

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR H IGGINS: Thank you , Mr . Pr e si den t . Senator
Chambers, I'm going to h ave t o c o r r e c t you a little bit.
Horse racing is a game of chance. You stop by some of those
little pubs around the racetrack and you' ll meet the jockeys
and the t r a i ne r s a n d t h e y ' l l t e l l y ou w h o i s go i n g to win
t omorrow, wh ic h r a c e . So you' re taking your chances if you
haven't met them. You don't know what is going to come down
tomorrow. I would like to say this. It's been mentioned by
my great friends, the Omaha World Herald, in their infamous
e dito r i a l w h e r e t h e y s a i d , Giving the Legislature a chance
t o debat e a b i l l i s no t a g o o d r e a son f o r advancing a bill
t o t h e f l oo r , " bu t i n t h at c l os i n g ed i t o r i a l t hey sa id , i f
we want to legalize betting on games of spo r t su ch as
football and basketball and boxing, why don't we put it to a
vote of the people? The Omaha World Herald who has never
read the video lottery bill fails to recognize the fact that
before the Miscellaneous Subjects Committee last year took
away t h e p e o p l e ' s r igh t t o p l ay v i deo lotteries it was
legal. We didn't need a vote of the people to make it legal
to put a coin in a slot. It would either give you out soap
to do your washing or a bottle of coke or would allow you to
play a ga me . So we neve r asked th e p eop l e , o r Sena t or
Hefner didn' t, nor the people who voted in this Legislature
to do away with video lotteries, never once said, let's put
it to a vote of the people even though the people have that
r igh t z n t he C o n s t it u t i on . And now they suggest put it to a
vote of the people if they want t o wage r o n football and
baseball. W e to ok away their rights a nd a l l Sen at o r
Chambers is trying to do is give them back some o f t h e i r
rights and again, at the risk of being redundant, I want to
say if this Legislature wants to go down in history as being
a bunch of h ypo c r i t e s we will do it because you' ll never
convince me that the people that put down $2.00 mi n i mum at
t he r a c e t r a c k and m a ybe $2.50 t o g et i n , $2.00 t o p ar k ,
$6.00 if you want a table to sit at, and that's all before
you even place the bet, but if we want to go down in history
as the most hypocritical Legislature there is, then we won' t
advance this bill. W e' ll g o along with what old " M other "
W orld He r a l d tells us is best for the people. So I would
urge you to vote against the kill motion to tel l t h e W o r l d
Herald we were elected to vote for the people.
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