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locking people up. Now that you have legalized a business,
what is the next smart thing to do? Tax it. If you need to
change the bill and pretend it is still illegal, fine, but I
think you should do one thing, you should raise some tax off
of it. You are talking a bout a mul t i h undred mi l l i o n d o l l a r
business that is going on right now. Now pretend for a
minute that you h ad a n other m u lt i h u ndred mi l l io n dollar
business, say, selling corn or peddling wheat, whatever, and
what if you had a law that said it is illegal t o do any o f
it in Nebraska but nobody was enforc i n g i t ? Yeah , a lo t o f
it would go to Las Vegas or wherever it is legal but t he
point is you are simply missing, no pun i n t e nded , you a r e
missing a bet. You are not taxing something t hat i s
blatantly obvious and that you are not going to do anything
a bout o t h e r w i s e . Do you re member a f ew ye a rs a g o when we
changed the gambling laws. I remember sponsoring it myself.
On th e v e r y day w e had t h e f am o u s " Big Bus t " , biggest
gambling bust ever up in O' Neill, Nebraska. We got some old
housewives and a few other people that were booking. On the
very day we were locking them up and having the headlines,
on the same front page that they were felonies for Ma Smith
o r whoever i t wa s, I forget her name, o n tha t v e r y day ,
there was another picture and a front page story about the
Governor of, I think, Oklahoma or one of the states we were
playing in some doggone Bowl Game and the Governor of
Nebraska betting a side of beef and a cartload of peanuts or
soybeans or some damn thing. My point is I guess it is all
in the eye of the beholder but you have legalized bookie
business already as legal as children smoking cigarettes and
a thousand other t hrongs.
SENATOR BEUTLER: One minute.

SENATOR D E CAMP: Pr ob ab l y more l eg al b ec ause any
multi hundred mi l l i on dol la r bu si ne s s whe r e y ou have
literally no enforcement and no enforcement possible, do the
next best thing, tax it. Now I know that I probably am not
going to get you convinced. I f I c an con v i n c e y o u o f one
thing, one thang, don't kill the bill just yet. Wai t and
l e t ' s ge t a little more information. Maybe there is some
way to tax it. Maybe there is some way t o add r e s s t h i s
issue different, but if you make a blanke t ki l l he r e j u st so
you can s a l v e you r c on s c i e n c e and say that we voted against
gambling, you haven't done anyth i ng . You ha v e n ' t add r e s s ed
t he i s s ue . You h a v e still got a multihundred million dollar
b usiness u n t a x ed . And for people that are scrambling and
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