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having 40 or 50 of them came back in would be a pretty clear
indication that some teachers decided t o come back i n an d
take advantage of the higher benefit. Some cities and areas
in particular have done this and it does cause a much larger
unfunded l i a b i l i t y si t u at i on b e c ause we are talking about
not pennies, we are talking about thousands of dollars
i nvolved . I f t h i s sh ou l d become widespread, if the
discontent I have heard of from teachers calling and saying,
well , i f t he y c an do i t , why can't I do it, and many more
teachers started to get back in under the old formula, we
would have an unbelievable problem. So we h av e go t t o st op
it now and we have got to be fair with these people and the
amendment and the formula is fair. I t s a ys , y o u wi l l ge t
calculated under the new benefits for that time t hat y o u
come in and come back into the system, but for the time you
were under the old system, you will keep those old benefit
levels because we are not going to take your whole benefit
l evel an d l i f t i t up t h r ee or four times what it was. It
just doesn't make sense to do that, unfortunately. I would
like to do that. Those people aren't getting very good
retirements but it is not the righ th ing t o do . The E
clause is on this bill and it is very important t o have i t
on this bill with the committee amendment because we have
got to have this in effect as soon a s p o s s i b l e . These
t eachers ar e now back i n . They ar e abo ut t o h a v e a
recalculation of the benefits, and if we don't pass this
bill with the E clause, they will receive this much larger
benefit. With the E clause, it will be calculated under the
new formula and will save us a great deal of money. So tha t
is why the E clause is on it and the new formula. I t i s t h e
right thing to do. We don't stop these people from coming
b ack i n bu t we a l so don't give them a huge windfall as a
r esul t o f i t . And your support is very important t o t h i s
bill because it is very important to all the state that we
h ave t h i s p a s s e d .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Se nator Harris, do you care to c lose on
the committee amendments?

SENATOR HARRIS: Mr. President, I w i l l c l ose b y s i mp l y
moving the adoption of the amendment . Th ank you .

SENATOR B EUTLER: The m o ti on i s
committee amendments. Al l t h o s e i n
n ay. Vot i ng ay e , Pat .

the adoption of the
f avor v o t e a y e , o p p o sed

1559


