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r everence fo r t he l an d and nature instilled in me by my
Mother. A mother gives many gifts to her children and I am
r ich i n hei r l oo ms . Those I value most are t he l ea s t
t angib le , t h e y a r e a wi l l i ngn ess t o a c c ep t myse l f as I a m,
to value my strengths and not agonize ove r m y weaknesses.
Mom's advice always was be yourself, don' t just follow the
crowd. Sh e g a ve me c o n f i de n ce b a sed o n the knowledge that
she didn't want me to make decisions only to please her, but
that they should be my own, based on my own good judgement.
She wasn' C a n d i sn ' t one t o gi ve adv i c e o r criticism.
Because s h e e x p ec te d u s to make our own decisions, her
answer to the question, what should I do, was, you' ll have
to decide. Although she didn't usually say in so many words
what she implied was she knew I'd make the right decision.
Finally, she taught me tolerance, tolerance for those who
are different from me, w hether i t b e i n r e l i gi ou s v a l u e s ,
ethnic background, or some other way. Mom's message to her
chi l d re n w a s a l w ay s one of what the psychologists cal l
unconditional positive regard, put simply that says, you are
m y kid , I be l i ev e i n you a n d y o u wil l d o o k ay . I n 1965 ,
when I graduated from high school, my Mom returned to
t eaching to help h e r chi l d re n t hr o u g h co l l ege . She
continued teaching until she r et i r e d i n 19 81 . She and I
formed a partnership to run the farm when my Dad d ied i n
1975. One might think that a mother's job should be done
when she gets a child to my age but, for all she has done
for me, she continues to give. As you all know, it isn' t
easy being a mother of a politician. Her sup p o rt o f my
efforts have made my service in the Legislature easier. She
oversees the farm when I'm away, keeps the books, fields the
calls and makes runs to the airport. But she maintains her
own home and lives a full life of her ow n. She h as , i n h er
retirement, embarked upon a whol e ne w s t r i ng of interests
that include painting, genealogy, gardening, piano and
public service. Many of these are life long interests which
she now has time to enjoy. Just last week she got her HAM
radio license. I guess anyone who has always worked as hard
as Mom has isn't going to put her feet up and vegetate.
Speaking as one of the infamous b aby boomers w h o i s now
b eginnin g t o b e l i ev e that she may actually age and f ace
retirement herself some d ay, I wi l l know be t t e r how to
continue to lead a happy and productive life t hrough t h e
example my Mother is setting for me t oday. Even i n
retirement she is still working, she is still teaching and,
as always, she is still my friend. Thanks, Mom.
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