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certainly was not when I came in as a freshman, it has some
pretty far-reaching ramifications. What we try to do on
this floor is decide whether certain things can be debated
and cannot b e d e ba ted b a sed on whether th e y a r e ge r m ane and
this thing has a lot of ramifications and you are g o ing t o
posture yourselves as you go through this s ession and f u t u r e
sessions on germaneness and it is important that you come
down on one side or another and that side has t o be e i t he r
we are going to be very strict interpretationists of bills
or we are going to be relatively loose interpretationists or
constructionists, whichever way you w an t t o go . And you
will come to find out that some of the people in this room
are ve ry muc h e x t r e m e o ne way or ano t h e r . N y par t i c u l a r
feeling has been that we don't want to get caught up in
structure when it comes to germaneness issues, that i f we
have an important issue that we need to discuss that we
should look at the situation rather loosely. That is my
personal feeling, so that we don't prohibit important things
coming to the floor just because of a technicality. With
regard to the vote that was just taken, I p r o b a b l y s h o u l d
have spoken on t he g e r maneness issue looking back, but my
feeling is that I am not going to support this amendment
because I think it needs to have a hear i ng , num ber o ne . I
think that the pros and cons of the issue ought to be aired
fully in a hearing process which is ideally our form of
government here. And since the bill has not come as a bill
and since it hasn't been brought up as a bill even last
year, as Senator Landis said, I think it deserves t o hav e
good public notice and hearing. I t h i nk i t h as so m e me r i t s
and I t h i nk i t h as so m e r e a l p i t f a l l s . I am not going to
support it, not because I have made a decision on whether it
is a good or bad amendment. I am going to support it
because I think it should have a hearing where the public
h as good no t i c e a n d c a n d e b a t e the issue. But I do believe
that the issue should have been ruled germane because it,
obviously, deals with an area that this bill deals with and,
obviously, deals with an exemption of taxes that this bill
deals with. And I think that we made a mistake, personally,
by allowing it not to be germane. I was p l a n n in g o n v o t i ng
for it to be germane and I did...I am sorry that that lost.
I would have gotten up and spoken a s I h av e n o w had i t b een
ruled germane. I am taking this opportunity to tell you my
feelings on the thing. I think you need to look at t h i s
issue of ge r m aneness very carefully as we go along. To
conclude , I wi l l say that I am not i n fa vor of t he
amendment, not because it has merits or demerits but because
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