
March 5, 1985 LB 662

l and i n a C l a s s I I o r a Cl ass I I I and t he ro o f c aves in o n
your school and you' ve got to have a new roof, you go to a
bond issue. You vote on that bond issue and then all of the
land and all of the taxing authority in that district are
subject to pay for that roof. Or, if the school grows and
the town prospers and the ar e a p r o s pers a nd there a re m ore
chi l d ren and you h ave t o e x p and , same thing. You get a bond
issue, you underwrite the expansion. It goes against every
piece of property because it goes against the tax obligation
i n t ha t d i st r i c t . Is that true for everybody in this state?
No. No, it's true for about two-thirds of all the farmers
and all of the urban landholders. They all face up to that
obligation to support the school, to keep it there, to keep
it open, to keep it maintained, to keep the roof in place
and to follow expansion and b uil d n e w b u i l d i ng s . B ut t h e
other third of the state doesn' t. They s h o p a r o und . They
have a price tag called the tuition that they have to pay in
v ar i ous p l a c e s . That price tag is low in some places, it is
high in others. It is high to the point of penalty in some
p laces because of t he resentment of those who are hav ing
t hei r scho o l s u s e d b y other s and t he i r d esire t o reco u p
money towards that end. It is because of the basic inequity
between the two obligations that all of the other inequities
follow. This Legislature in a long h i st o r y h a s t r i e d t o
deal with the issue of free high tuition, just s ome of t h e
bills and some of the testimony t hat we ' ve t ake n o n the
question of what is fair free high tuition and we can't set
it. We can't set it because it is based on inequity. Its
as i f you r t wo children come to you and o ne of t hem h a s
broken the toy of the other and you as the parent say, I' ll
tell you what, to the one who is crying because their toy is
b roken, yo u g o ba c k a n d break one of their toys of equal
value, find out what it is and do it a nd tha t ' s t he wa y
we' ll solve the problem. That ' s what we ha v e . We h ave
Class I's and all the rest of the classes a nd because t h e y
h ave an i n eq u i t y , w e' ve c r e a t e d the power and the tuition
then to make some kind of recoupment, but there can be no
r ecoupment because o f t he basi c i ne q u i t y . Once it's there
you c a n ' t as s u age it. It doesn't go away. I t ' s t h e re
because one classification o f p e o p l e ha ve one set o f
obligations to support education a nd anothe r gr ou p h a s a
different set. C an r u r a l N e b r a ska pa y f o r it? Two-thirds
of this state is now meet in g t h e ob l i g at i on , and we ' r e
talking fa rmers and r a n c h e rs , t wo- t h i r d s meet t he
requirement of supporting education K-12. As a matter of
fact the counties that are c ompletel y K - 1 2 i nc l u d e K i mba l l ,
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