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Eor half a dozen years I have introduced a bill that would
address t h e i s sue an d we were nev e r ab l e t o r e a c h a
consensus. I'd just like to point out that we have some
t er r i f i c i neq u i t i e s i n the rural areas, but not al l o f t h e
inequity today, ladies and gentlemen, rests with the present
residents of the Class I districts. The rural residents of
t he Cl ass I I I ' s ar e carrying a substantial load t oday wi t h
no relief in sight. Many of those residents d id what t h e y
thought was the right thing as Senator Remmers pointed out.
A number o f yea r s a g o when they attached their land to a
Class III district in an attempt to solve first of all the
problem, the physical problem of attending a school and
secondly, the problem of some kind of equity in the area of
taxation. But the development has not taken place and part
of the responsibility b elongs h e r e b u t a pa r t of t h e
responsibility also rests with the residents of the State of
N ebraska, b o t h s i d e s w ho have r e s i s t e d a n y c hange. W e s e e
today a terrific h odgepodge, a che c k e r board , t h a t e xis t s
when you try to outline t he va r i o u s s c h o o l districts. My
own f a r m l i e s i n a Class III district and I can t r av e l
across several Class I's getting to David City and I can
t el l y o u when people sa y i t i s not a tax issue, you want to
look at the tax statements for my farm and those in the
Class I districts surrounding it for the last 25 years. I
can show you very plainly and simply that it is a tax issue.
I wish I were worth as much m oney today a s I h ave pai d i n
additional taxes for having been in that Class III district
for the past quarter of a century and I think that many
people are in the same situation. We talk about how we' re
going to keep those small schools . Le t me t e l l you
something else, ladies and gentlemen, unless the economic
conditions change in rural Nebraska t oday, y ou ' re no t g o i n g
to have to worry about the small school because there won' t
be a n y one i n t h e r u r a l a reas . Yo u ' r e g o i n g t o se e t he
greatest shift of people from the rural areas t o th e u r b a n
a reas you ' ve se e n s i n c e t h e ' 30s un l ess something changes
pretty quickly. And those tax situations, whether it is the
rural re s i d e n t of t h e Cl ass I I I as I am, or whether it is
the rural Class I resident who now i s bu r den e d w i t h an
extremely high, free high tuition rate and we have b ot h
kinds. But we have pitted neighbor against neighbor, school
agains t sc h o o l, u r b a n against rural for 35 years and we have
made no substantial progress and so as of today, with the
bill on the floor, with the problems t hat f a c e u s on
funding, with the problems that face us on trying to resolve
the Amendment 4 issue, I think it is time we decide t he
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