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that the amendment violated t he . o n e - person , one - v o t e
requirement of the United States Constitution. The At t o r ney
General did not f ind t hat the amendment violated any
insurmountable barriers of the United States Constitution.
The Attorney General just suggested that the language itself
needed to b e c l e a ned up because th e re we re s ome ambigui t i e s .
So Senator Vickers is cleaning up the language to take care
of the ambiguities. Now one of the things that Senator
Landis has pointed out is that the State of South Dakota,
for years, and years, and years, has had very similar voting
requirement in its statutes which afforded the residents of
a common school district that had been reorganized t o v o te
whenever the attendance center was proposed to b e c l o s ed .
Well, in examining Nebraska's statutes, I f i nd t h at we ,
ourselves, have a similar provision which has been i n ou r
books s i n c e 1 9 65 . I n 1965 we passed legislation which
allows 25 percent of the residents of a Class I school
district to petition for a vote of the entire Class I school
district as to whether or not that school district should be
merged with a Cl a s s I I , I I I , I V or V sch o o l d i s t r i c t an d t he
statute spec i f i c a l l y says that the petitioners themselves
may provide in their peti ion whether or not, w hether o r n o t
the attendance center in that Class I school district shall
remain open until such time as the .residents of t he t h e n
r eorganized Cl a s s I school district vote t o c l o se i t .
( Inaudib le ) c a n be f ou n d a t 77 - 4 2 6 . 2 3 , N ebraska S t a t u t e s ,
which provides the petition may also contain provisions for
the holding of school w ithi n e xi st i ng b ui l di n g s of t h e
proposed reorganized district and when s o p r ov i de d the
holding o f s c h oo l w ithi n s uc h b u i l d i n g s h a l l be maintained
from the date of reorganization unless the legal voters
served b y t h e schoo l , by a majority vote, vote f or
discontinuance of the school. That has been the law of the
State of Nebraska since 1965. So all we propose to do with
this amendment is simply to clarify a provision in the
earlier amendment to assure the residents of a C l a s s I
school district that only they can vote to close thei r

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Lamb. How ever, may I int r oduce
approximately 50 students in our east balcony who are from
Omaha, and the four Senators involved are Senator Chizek,
Senator Pirsch, Senator Hannibal and Senator Hoag l and . Now
we are going to have approximately 300 students coming and
t hey w i l l b e v i s i t i n g i n t he e ast b al co n y i n g r ou p s o f ab o u t
50 each. Dave H aar is their instructor. W ould you p l e a s e

school .
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