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This problem was brought to me by the Election Commissioner
o f Douglas County who had some problems during the election
because p e ople were b eing a sk e d wh o t h e y h ad vo t e d for
inside the buildings, they were causing d i f f i cu l t y w i th t he
e lect i o n j u dg e s an d the e lection officials, with t he
conduction of the election. It does not, at this point, do,
as the Washington State law did, move them clear out of the
vicinity to the point where they will not have reasonable
a ccess t o t he vot e r s to ask the questions. That i s t h e
l arger ph i l os o ph i ca l q u e s t i o n we spent a lot of time in
committee discussing, and that is, are exit polls to project
elections good, bad or indifferent? Basically the amendment
that we just adopted takes that issue out of consideration,
not because I think it's not a valid point to be considered,
but because if we'd pass that form it would put the State of
Nebraska into federal court. I 'm j u s t not interested in
adding those sorts of expenses. So what it does is it
increase...it does put restrictions on the media t hat t h e y
must be 20 feet from the entrance of any polling place, or
i f t h e y a r e i nsi d e t he b ui l di n g , 100 feet. It also, I want
y ou to b e ve r y m uch aware o f this, it also adds, from the
c urren t l angu a g e we h av e a 100 f oo t restriction on
electioneering. The intent of that is to allow voters to go
to the polls on election day free from being ha r angued and
harassed by more electioneering, which t h ey h av e be en
putting up with for the previous six months. What this bill
does is that increases that distance to 200 fee t i n an
attempt to further discourage this practice. With t h a t I ' d
a sk you t o a d v a nce LB 1 1 4 .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Pirsch.

S ENATOR PIRSCH: T h an k y ou , M r . S p e a k e r . I have a q ues t i o n

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Withem,w ould you r e s p ond , p l e a s e ?

SENATOR WITHEM: I certainly will.

S ENATOR PIRSCH: Se n a t o r Withem, right now presently the
practice is to put up a flag at the pnlls which are 100 feet
from the entrance to the poll. Is that correct?

SENATOR WITHEM: I b e l i ev e . . .Senator P i r sc h , I am not s u r e .
I believe it is 100 feet from the entrance, however, i t
could be measured from the desk where you check in. I cou l d

of Mr. Withem.
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