
F ebruary 28 , 1 9 85 LB 252

get frustrated sometimes because on othe r occa s i on s we ' re
going to hear people trying to get funds shifted around from
the state paying to the county paying, o r the county p ay i n g
as opposed to the state and at that point, w hen money i s
involved, you are suddenly going to hear all this concern
about people. They must get this treatment. T hey need t h e
medication. They need the hospitalization. T hey n eed t h e
d octor s and t he n t he smoke sc r e e n . Now we ar e act ua l l y
dealing with people who have nobody here to speak for them.
There ar e no dr ug abusers in the Legislature, o ther t h a n
p eople d r i n k i n g a l c o h o l . We know that is not what is being
talked about in this bill, no drug abusers h e re t o sp e ak f o r
t hem. So Se n a t o r Narsh asked h o w do I k now. I ' m j ust
trying to put the best face on the Legislature that I can on
this particular issue, since I put such an ugly face on the
Legislature on so m any o ther i s su e s . But why is i t
necessary to label people in this fashion if t he r ea l
c oncern i s a b ou t p e o p l e wh o h a v e a drug p r o b l em? I f DPI i s
concerned, r e a l l y , about that category of person, they could
have drafted a bill dealing with the problem of drug abuse
instead of trying to create a whole new category of mentally
i l l , d a n g erous peopl e b y d e f i ni t i on , that they can tend to,
that they can deal with, that they can c ome in h er e a n d
fluff their budget upon us. As Senator Higgins pointed out,
if the money is going to come out of their budget to hire a
lawyer, you know they are going to get the cheapest one they
can g e t . Wh o eve n c ar e s about t h es e peo p l e a n yway? We
don't care about them. We' re the ones putting them in this
mental l y i l l , d ang e r o u s category r i ght n ow. T h e n we ' r e
going to say that the department, which i s a s co nc e r n ed
about its money as any department, is more concerned than we
a re . We do n ' t car e . Why even talk about t hem h a v i n g
representation? To give the argument Senator Wesely gave is
l i k e sayi n g , Er ni e , if you go out in to t he w r o n g
n eighborhood i n Omaha they will arrest you because black
people don't belong out there. But in Omaha you have a
right, even if you can't get out of jail because you c an ' t
p ost bond , t he y ar e go i n g to bring you before a judge at
some point and you' ll have a fair chance at that time to try
to tell them that you d idn ' t do anyth ing w ron g . S o i t
becomes all right to deprive certain people of their freedom
of movement and other things because you say, over here t h e y
a re go ing t o h av e a ch a nce t o h ave a l a wyer , a n d a judge,
a nd a board o f p e o p l e sitting around listening to see if the
deprivation of that freedom was justified. That is not the
w ay we d e a l w hen w e a re talking about the rights o f t h e
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