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are an al co ho l a b user and you don't ta k e c a r e o f yourse l f
and your life is threatened as a result, s houldn' t w e t a k e
care o f t h e s e peop le? That is what we are trying to do with
this legislation. I don't think that is a regressive step.
I see that as a progressive step. That is just the opposite
of what I think Senator Chambers i s say i ng . I f we d i dn ' t
h ave t h i s p r o c e dur e , if we didn't have t his act, these
people would still be taken care of but in a far different
fashion in terms of their care, instead they would be placed
in jail. These people, if they are a threat, there are laws
that protect the public. Instead of taking them and finding
treatment, they would placed in a jail situation because
that is what happened before this act was adopted. So in my
estimation, the mental health commitment law i s an
improvement over what we had before. This bill i s a n
improveme . over the Nental Health Commitment Act that we
had before because, instead of placing these people through
a process t ha t i s not advantageous to the i ndiv i du a l , i t
goes through a process that is far better in terms of their
individual rights, and more clearly defines why they are
being committed. Rather than just because they are mentally
ill and dangerous, which you can use, it says that they are
mentally ill and dangerous because they are a drug abuser.
It is a clearer definition of why these people need to be
committed, and then these people aren't put away without a
l ock a n d key a n d t hey are t ak e n car e of i n t erms o f
services, and it is not just in a regional center, but in
the local community alternatives.

SPEAKER NICHOL: E x c use me.

S ENATOR WESELY: T h ese peop l e are here t o be c ar e d f o r , not
t o be pun i s h e d . That is what the whole point of t he b i l l

SPEAKER NICHOL: Excuse me, Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: I ask your support.
. .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Excu s e me a second , t he ca l l i s r a i s e d .
T hank you, Senato r Wese l y .

SENATOR WESELY: Tha n k yo u . I'm just asking your support
f or t h e b i l l . I want you to understand that we have looked
a t t h i s . Th er e ar e conc e r n s about some language in the
present act that isn't affected b y th i s b i l l . I u nde r st a n d

i s .
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