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I don' t kn o w .

may, in fact, end up being the case. If they are .dangerous
to themselves and the reason they ar e dan g erous i s b e c ause
they don't feed themselves or w hat h av e y o u and i t i s a
result of being out of control b ecause of d r u g ab u s e , not
being aware of their environment, I guess I c ould see t h a t
interpretation leading to the conclus ion you r e ached. But,

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: O k a y , so I won't take too much time, for
the record I'm going to r ead th e wo r d s f r om t he la w so
you' ll see it's not an interpretation, i t i s w h a t t h e l aw
s ays. I n l i ne 10 o n p a g e 2 , mental l y i l l , dang e r o us pe r s on
shall mean a n y d r u g a busing pe r so n w h o p r e s e n t s , d rop t o
line 18, a substantial risk of s erious harm t o h imsel f o r
herself within the near future as manifested by, and then
drop to line 21, evidence of inability to provide for his or
her ba s i c h u man needs including food, c loth i ng , sh el t e r ,
essential medical care, or personal saf et y . That i s n c t an
interpretation, that is what the law s ays. S o what yo u a r e
saying, if you pass this law, is that a drug abusing person
b y def i n i t i on i s men t a l l y i l l a n d d a n gerous i f h e or she
c annot p r ov id e f o o d , shelter, medical care, and so fo r t h . I
think that is a s tretching and a perversion of the term
mental l y i l l , dange r o us p er so n . We know that those words,
that combination of words will constitute a s t i g ma .
Somebody who has been so stigmatized can say a l l t h e y w an t
to that I was addicted to drugs and that's why I went to the
c razy ho u se , a n d I kn o w t h e y c al l me mental l y i l l an d
d angerous , bu t I wasn ' t . A nd they sa y, ye ah , I know, youare not cr az y ar e y o u , a nd they s a y , no, and t he y sa y, I
know. Th at i s w hat they all sa y . But in complete
seriousness I do feel that this bill is overbroad, i t i s
u sing a v er y de g r a d i n g form of terminology as a bas i s t o
drag some people into a social experiment. I'd like to ask
Senator Wesely a question, although he ' s n ot a d o c t o r .
Senator Wesely, from being on the Public Health and Welfare
Committee as long as you have , h a v en ' t you gat h e r e d e nough
information to know that if a person who is a d rug add i c t
has not determined that he or she is going t o k i c k t he
habit , you can separate t h e m from those drugs through
physical restraint, but you haven't taken them o ff t he
habit .

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, that is true.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if you involuntarily lock somebody up,
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