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c onfuse th e t w o .

asking for something that the need may be there, .but i t i s
absolute l y i m poss i b l e t o carry th r o u gh. We a r e losing ou r
detox center in Hastings, hopefully another cen t e r . I know
our jails c annot. A lot of th ese people...I have
reservations now that you are calling them mentally
incompetent or so on and maybe we ar e g o i n g t o o far t h e n
because we don't have the facilities in central Nebraska.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, do you wish to comment'?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, I would sure like to comment, Senator
Nelson. You ar e , l et m e se e h ow t o ph r a s e t his , you
are. . . t h e i ss u e you ar e r ais ing i s no t an i ssue i n t h i s
b i l l . The r e i s ano t h e r b i l l t o d ea l wi t h t h e q u e s t i o n a b ou t
the placement of people that are picked up with mental
illness. That bill would s ay you can ' t p l ac e t hem in a
j a i l . That i s LB 167 . This b i l l ha s no t h i ng t o do wi t h
that issue, as I tried to explain to Senator Goodrich. All
it says is among the different r easons t ha t s o mebody can go
through the mental health commitment process is if they are
a d r u g abu s e r a n d t hu s are dangerous to themselves or
others, then they go through this process, in addition to
what we n o w h a ve , w h i c h i s t he menta l i l l ne ss an d al co h o l
abuse. So it doesn't deal at a l l w i t h t h e i ssu e . t h a t y ou
just raised and which Senator Goodrich raised. That is a
different bill and a different subject. I 'd be g l a d t o t al k
to you about it, but not with this bill. Please, don' t

P RESIDENT: T h e r e a r e n o other recognition lights. Senator
C hambers, you may c l o s e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, before I wrap up, I would
like to ask Senator Wesely a question.

PRESIDENT: Se nator Wesely, you are on deck ag a i n fo r a

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Sen at or Wesely, do you fe el t hat I
misread the law when I read what this bill would do in terms
o f a d r ug abu s e r b e i n g a mentally ill, dangerous person
if...and the evidence of that is if he or she cannot provide
health, shelter, food and so forth? Isn't that what the law
says?

SENATOR WESELY: Well, you can interpret it that way. That

q uest i on .
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