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SENATOR GOODRICH: Don, what about the small community that
a lot of these senators represent small communities that
don't have a mental health center o r a d r u g a b use c e n te r o r
that sort of t hing in their community? How have you
provided for those people, the law enforcement people that
would have to be picking these people u p? What ha v e y o u
provided for how they shall handle the problem?

SENATOR WESELY: Senator Goodrich, it would be no different
than the way they now handle it for the alcohol abuser or
t he menta l l y i l l . Ag ai n , t he b i l l o nly adds drug abuser t o
the people that would be covered under this. If they don' t
h ave those s e r v i c e s , and there is not an appropriate servi ce
in the community this person comes from, when the commitment
act is formalized, through the M ental Health Commitment
Board, the services are available at the state level through
the regional centers. S o that i s w h y y o u h a v e m any of t h e
outstate residents that need mental health services i n
Hastings and Norfolk and Linco ln . I f you have a community
b ased program, a n d w e d o have more of these in t he r u r a l
a reas now than we used t o , and that is the appropriate place
to place them, that would be where t h ey w o u ld b e s ent t o

SENATOR GOODRICH: All r ight . Now i f t he l oc al l aw
enforcement officer of some small community, for ex ample,
t hat d oesn ' t h av e o n e , w ith 50 , 60 m i l e s a w ay b efore t h e y
can get them there, where do they put them when t hey p i c k
them up?

SENATOR WESELY: Oh, I'm sorry. You might be confusing this
with another issue dealing with mental illness a nd plac i n g
them in jails. This doesn't deal with that subject. But
right now they could place them in a jail as a last resort.
Another bill would take that option away though, i f t h e y
can't get to some place very quickly.

SENATOR GOODRICH: In other words t hough the l ocal l aw
enforcement officer, w hen h e p i c k s o n e o f t hese people up ,
is he going to have to transport that person 5 0, 60 mi l e s
away to the nearest center or recept io n p l a c e ? Y o u k n ow we
don' t . . .we don't all have regional centers in our community.

utilize the services.

SENATOR WESELY: Right.
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