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to find a way to commit these people, a nd Senator Wesely h a s
already pointed out over and over, and h e ' s co r r ec t , t hat
there are commitment procedures, don't define them a s
m entall y i l l , dan g e r ous peop l e . Do you know the only thing
you have t o do , bas ed on t h i s b i l l , t o be a men ta l l y i l l ,
dangerous person i f you are a drug abuser, mentally ill,
d angerous pe r s o n s h a l l mean any d r ug abus i n g p e r s on who
presents, then drop down to parenthetical two, a substantial
risk of serious harm to himself or herself within the near
future as manifested by, and go t o l i ne 21 , evidence of
i nabi l i t y t o p ro vi de for his or her basic human needs,
i nc lud in g f o od , cl ot h i n g , shelter, essential medical care or
personal safety. That makes you a mentally i l l , d a n g e r ous
person, you abuse drugs, you can't provide for your food and
shelter, so you are mentally i l l a n d da n gerous. Sup p o se we
wipe out drug abuse and say that you are out there on the
streets of Lincoln and you can't provide for your health,
your she l t e r , y o u r f ood . They don't consider you mentally
ill and dangerous then, but the same factors are there. You
p ose a h a r m o r t hr e a t only to yourself. S o why p i c k a n d
choose individuals all similarly situated and cut that small
portion out and say, these are now mentally ill, dangerous
people. But you might find ten times as many similarly
situated except they don't abuse drugs. So both of them are
out there in the cold freezing.

. .

PRESIDENT. One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . .no home, no f ood , n othing , a n d t he
cops pick them both up. Th e y s ay , aha , t hi s gu y u se s
mari j u a na , s o h e ' s mental l y i l l and d a n g er ous . This o t h e r
one i s j u st p oor . That is crazy. That is what indicates
dangerous, mental illness to me. But I know the Legislature
is not of a mind to hear these things this morning . I got
it into the record. I am going to take a vote on my motion,
t hough I k n o w i t i .. do o med t o f ai l u r e .

PRESIDENT: Sen ator Wesely, d o you wa s h t o speak on =he

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , I w o u l d. Nr . Pr e s i de n t , members, I
u nders t and wha t S e n a t o r Chambers i s say i n g . I ' m g l ad t ha t
he's raising the issue. But I see the issue far differently
t han he doe s . T he w h o l e c onc e p t of the mental health
commitment act isn't so much to take people ofi the street
and commit them to get them out of our hair and away f r om

m otion ?
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