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P RESIDENT: T h e B e u t l e r amendment is adopted. Do . you have
anything f u r t h e r o n t h e b i l l ' ?

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers has a motion.

C LERK: Mr . Pr e si d e n t , brie f l y , Urba n Affairs will be
conducting an Executive Session underneath the north balcony
a t e l e ven o ' c l o c k . Urban Affairs at eleven o ' clock , north
balcony.

Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to indefinitely
postpone the bill. That would l ay i t ov er unless t he
introducer agrees to take it up at this time.

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, take it up? Senator Chambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and me mbers o f the
Legislature, I' ll say again this is one of those times when
I know tha t t he c a us e I a m e s pous in g i s l ost . W hen you t a l k
about expanding the definition of what constitutes mental
illness you enlarge upon the number of citizens who can
involuntarily be committed to an in s t i t ut i o n. I t can be
done under the pretext that they have a mental illness of
some kind. When you define drug abuse as a mental illness
t hen y o u d o n 't h av e t o p r ov e anything further. I t h i nk
about all of the things I read i n t he n e wspaper about h ow
R ussians t a k e. .how they allegedly take political dissidents
a nd othe r p eo p l e wh o d o n ' t follow the party line, declare
them to be in need of mental treatment, and l o c k t h e m away
some place. I hear yow, yowing from the halls of Congress,
through state legislatures and all types of organizations.
But I think what the Russians do is far more justifiable
than what is being done by t h i s b i l l . America is the
c ountr y wh i ch s u p p osed l y b el i e v e s i n i nd i v i du a l freedom.
Russia can say that the only p e o p l e t h ey f ee l a r e me n t a l l y
ill, other than those who obviously in the traditional sense
are what we would call crazy, but because of their political
persuasion, the ones I'm talking about would b e cons i d e r e d
mental l y i l l , ar e a t h r eat to the state, a threat t o t h e
existence of the state. The state is the father land or the
mother land. An ybody would have to b e menta l l y i l l t o d o
those things and advocate those positions that would destroy
or undermine the state. So if you have somebody like. . . i s
S akharov on e of t h em , Solzhenitsyn, are those the people
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