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order, p l e a s e . (Gavel. ) Sen a to r P appas.

SENATOR PAPPAS: Mr. President and colleagues, those who are
l i s t en ing I w i l l pr oba b l y a s k f o r a c a l l o f the house very
briefly or in a moment or two, but before I do that I would
like to make a few comments about this. One t h i n g I t h i n k
everybody better ask themselves, the ones that don't want
210 out, they want it to remain dead in committee, is when
it comes down to the waning moments of the legislative
session, what are we going to cut? Are we going to start
cutting some of our favorite pet projects out so thi s g o es
t hrough? That i s one thing you had better t ake i n t o
consideration. Are we going to cut some of the recreational
things that we put in your district a couple o f years ago ,
Senator Hefner? Are we going to cut some of these other
little pet projects that we have? We may have to make some
cuts. We may not. When 712 comes up, which is the opposite
of this, which raises the exemption from 3,000 to 15,000, I
will be the strongest supporter of that. I w i l l wo r k ve r y
hard and diligently to try to get that passed. But I t h i nk
we need this option, we need this option. This i s no t a
message to the people that says we double-talked or we
promised one thing and didn't do anything. If the people
would like to recall, it was brought out by Senator Beutler,
three year s ago there was a bill that said the
counties...the state would take over the counties' portion
o f Medica id . Th at b i l l wa s i n t he Revenue Committee three
y ears ag o. I l ed t he char g e to kill that bill in the
Revenue Committee, which we did. Gue s s w ho was the person
on the other side that led the charge to bring the bill out
of Revenue Committee? I t w as Sen a t o r J o h n son, Senator
J ohnson fo r t he G o v ernor . S enator Johnson sa i d , he y , we
cannot afford this. Although we promised them property tax
relief, although we promised them the year before that we
were going to do this, Senator Johnson stood up here on this
floor and says, we cannot afford it. So now t h e r o l e s ar e
reversed. I h av e l e ar ne d since I h a v e be e n d own here, I
have learned from Senator Johnson. If it is okay f or
Senator Johnson, I figure it is okay for Senator Pappas. So
what I am asking you here today is we are not turning our
backs. Let's leave this option alive i n case we n e e d i t .
If we don't need it, fine. I f we ge t i t out on t h e f l oo r , I
will ask the Speaker not to schedule i t , t o l e t i t r emai n
there until the option is clear which way we ar e g oi ng t o
go, one way or t h e o t he r . Bu t before that, I hope you vote
t o b r i n g t h i s b i l l o ut o f com mi t te e a nd I w o u l d a s k for a
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