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enpl oyees, elimnate 8,000 employees. In the State of
Nebraska, that would mean to cut off, | think we have got
500 employees and we would have 200 |eft. We would cut out
all of the cost-sharing progranmsthat gre now known. | t
will elimnate the watershed program aswehave it today.
It will elimnate the Geat Plains Program aswe have it
today. The Great Plains Programis g programthat has been
set UP in the western part of the state which has been an
excel lent program and it is a programthat has been working
with the Soil Conservation Service in establjshing g
contract with individual farmers so that they could plan; ih
the“)ng range, to devel op their | and to the properuse.
The watershed programhas been working for many, many years
inthe State of Nebraskaand has donea |otof goodand
saved a lot of lives as well as saved a lot of agricultural
land, saveda lot of towns. We are just beginningig
initiate a programon Turkey Creek which is above DeWtt and
you know what happened to DeWtt a year ago. It was al nost
wiped out. Now if this passes and'the federal governnent

says, no, it would elinminate that program It sounds |ike
itwill . Whois goingto doit? There is no way that the
State of Nebraska can pick up these kind of things because
it is very,very costly. Now we have a program with

federal, state, and local at the present time. The state
now has 1,400,000 in the conservation program. We have
2.4 nillionin the Kerrey plan to even Increase that program
and we al so have local tax dollars fromthe several NRDs
within this state that are helping in this program

are cooperating with the federal program but if they cﬁp Ve
off, we are going to have problems. Now | understand if the
Soi | Conservation Service js cut as theK, are antioipating,
it will renmove » lot of technicians wthin several counties
that we have at the present time. Wi is going to pick up

that cost'P WII itstops' | amafraid much of our work that
we are doing in this particular area is going to stop and
that is one of the nost inportant things that we can do for
the State of Nebraskaand to the nation is to save our
resources, to save our agricultural land, to hold back the
water so that we can nmake better yse of it, watch what we
are doing with our pollution. There are so pany things that
these organi sati ons are doing that needs to be done, yet the

federal government says no. Yes, we arewlling to take
cuts and the resolution says that. W are willinag to take
some cuts. We know that we all have to pull in, pull in our
haunches, and we are willing to do that, but to cut it clear
off, I think that is ridiculous. Thank you.
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