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mean from the delivery of the summons. But remember, that
is probably, in most cases, a year a n d a ha l f or t wo y e a r s ,
right in that range, a fte r t h e i ni t i a l i nc i den t that
generated the whole conflict. So it is most certain that
y ou a r e g i v i n g ev e r y , e v e r y , every benefit of the doubt
before you even start the clock running on interest so to
speak. I repeat, it's probably a couple of years is what it
ultimately amounts to. Then you would only ultimately ever
receive any interest if, i n f a c t , you w e r e vindicated in
court and received a judgement. In other words the court
said you were right from t he beg i n n i n g . You were damaged
and s o o n. So I wou l d urge you t o supp o r t t he Conway
amendment and then the committee amendments. Then, o f
course, we can discuss the bill which, I guess, is a little
bit controversial.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WARNER: I gue ss I have a question for Senator
Johnson perhaps.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Sen a t o r V a r d Johnson, would you r es p ond,
please.

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: Y e s , s ir .

SENATOR WARNER: It's a clarification. Senator V. Johnson,
could you tell me what the rationale for the interest among
other things, I assume, is in part to expedite resolution of
a conflict. Why would you not have the interest start from
the time that the court was on th e d o c k e t , r at h er than as
the amendment proposes, when the d e f e ndant , which I ass u me
i s who i s con c e r n ed about this, has no control o ver t h a t
d ate o f wh en t h e c ourt d e c i d e s ? I t wou l d seem to me it
would make some sense if the litigants had some decision in
t he p r o c es s as t o when t he court wa s go i ng t o act . Bu t
since t he y h av e n o input or a pparently none, i t seem s
i l l o g i c a l t hat you put a third party in the position of
making a d ec i s i on . If you'd comment on that.

SENATOR V. J OH NSON: I f I mi gh t , I d on ' t wan t t o t ake t oo
much of Sen ator Wa rner' t ime , a qu ack r espon s e . The
committee amendment would say that i nterest shal l r u n
90 days a f t e r t he ca se is put on the trial docket. The
placement of a case on the trial docket is up t o t h e c o u r t
system or the judge. The litigants have no control as to

1118


