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in the law that would hopefully give the authority to the
school districts to perhaps hold, i n the end , d o wn the
growth of special education, the growth as far as the total
costs are concerned. I want to make it very clear that it
is not an attempt to get the state out of its financial
responsibility of meeting those costs und e r the
90-10 percentage that w e ' ve a l w a ys had. The committee
discussed the bill yesterday in Executive Session. All
members of the committee have signed the bill. I would l i k e
to ask for the 30 votes from the body to s uspend the r u l e s
to a l l ow us t o i nt r o duce t h i s b i l l , ha v e a p u b l i c he a r i n g o n
i t , a n d t o a l l o w us t o ex c eed our e i gh t b i l l limit. It is
not...This is the first time that I' ve ever done t hi s ,
introduce a bill this late in the session. I can assure you
that it's not that we don' t h av e en ough t o d o i n t he
Education Committee, and it's not that we don' t h ave enough
bills already before this body, but i t i s b e c ause w e h a ve
seen a tremendous growth in this particular area as far a s
costs ar e conce r n e d . I be l i ev e i t i s t i me t h at w e sta r t
talking about some logical ways to address that problem,
some lo g i ca l ways to hopefully put some l anguage in t he
statutes that will g i v e b ot h t he s c h ool d i s t r i c t s and the
Department of Education and us some, hopefully, ways to help
hold down the cost and the increases in that cost as we look
i nto th e fut u r e i n s p e c i a l education. With that, I would
ask for the 30 votes to suspend the rules and introduce this
bill, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: S e nator Howard Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, members, I rise to support the
introduction of this bill. In so doing I would like to make
it clear that I support the bill if it does not negatively
impact school districts in regard to special education. It
is my understanding that the rules for special ed do need to
be t i g h t e ned d own. This b i l l i s an at t em p t t o d o t h at . If
that is the net result of the bill I am highly support "e of
it, but I will resist and want to make it clear on the
record that if the local school districts have a negat i v e
i mpact f r o m t h i s b i l l I wi l l p r ob a b l y w i t h d r aw my suppor t a t
a la t e r d at e . Th ank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: A ny fu r t h e r
the allowing of a bill to
Carsten. Excu s e m e.

discussion? The question is
b e i n t r o duced . Sen at o r Cal
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