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line we' ve got to be realistic. We' ve go t t o f ind o t her
ways to address the problems that we h ave. W e a l so h a v e
financial institutions going broke and so we' ve got to be
careful in that area because we need these financial
institutions to provide the credit that we need this spring,
this summer and next year and the years f o l l o w in g t h a t . I
would urge you to not vote to advance this bill.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Vickers. The Chair recognizes Senator
Vickers. Take your time, no hear t at t ack .

SENATOR VICKERS: Nr. President and members, if you remember
correctly about the second day of the session I stood up and
introduced a resolution that to a lot of people seemed
rather far out, seemed like it probably didn't stand much of
a chance for success and I said at the t ime t ha t d i f f i cu l t
times, desperate times sometimes required desperate measures
and that was a resolution that asked us to invite other
states to join us in an effort to relate to t he f e d e r a l
government the severity of the problems in rural America. I
can tell you that that l i t t l e i d ea t hat seem ed rather
insignificant at the time has blossomed into something that
I t h i n k wi l l b e s i gni f i can t . There is a number of other
states that have said they are going to join us and as many
of you kn o w who a r e a part of that group that a re going ,
we' ve got a rea l a c t i v e a g e nda . I t s e ems t o me that this
issue that Senator Schmit brings before us is almost the
same sort of a thing. Certainly there are a lot of good
arguments why it can't work. Th e re ar e a l ot of g ood
arguments why we shouldn't do it, but I w o u l d s im p l y r e l at e
to you that once again I think this is one o f t h ose i s s u e s
that desperate t imes requir e despe r a t e me a s ures and
sometimes you have to do some things that you may not think
would work or that you may not do in normal times. I hear a
lot of people tell me that we need t o g o b a c k and a sk t h e
federal government to raise the price s upports s o w e c a n g e t
more dollars for our products and I don't totally disagree
with t h a t . Bu t I can t e l l you right now I wouldn't have to
have near as many dollars for my products if I d i d n ' t h av e
to pay so much for interest. Interest is completely out of
line with the rate of inflation and we al l kn o w i t . This
country is the only country in the nation or in the world
that's just simply saying that our currency is going to be
available to anybody and everybody that wants to buy it and
we' re j u st si mp l y being bo u gh t out by foreign nations.
Those of us in agriculture, those of us in small businesses
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