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crux of the whole issue. This is what will destroy this
state . They w o ul d be e liminated . Farm er s would simply
plant as much as they thought they could sell. Now that' s
a n idea you hear a l l ov e r the country and especially coming
out of Washington. Each farmer is supposed to ge t up on e
spring day and look out over his field and decide how much
he is going to be able to sell that year based on the price
of the dollar on the European market, on monetary policy in
the United States, the weather in Argentina and Australia
and all the other factors that come into play. He is
supposed to walk out on his back porch and decide how many
acres he i s go i n g t o b e able to plant based on what he
thinks he can sell. Has this ever been t r i ed b ef o re in
history'? Yes, it has been tried before . W hen we geared up
in World War I to feed the world we broke out acres and we
planted and we had new strains of crops to put in that were
war product i v e and we were a b l e to produce for the world.
And if you look at this chart, the second sheet, on what I
handed out to you, if you just kind of f » l iow a l ong t h e r e .
You go t o 1 9 14 , '15, ' 16 and t h e n '17 and you see where t h e
price of land started escalating in 1917, went all the way
up to $ 9 0 .0 0 an ac r e fr om ar o und $50.00 an a c r e i n j u st a
very short period of time. And then in 1920 we started
reaching a surplus situation. And as things started to fall
a part an d we s t a r t e d to see the price of land drop, if you
will look at the first sheet you will see that between 1921
and 1935 when the price of land dropped all the way down to
$30.00 an acr e or so , t he number of acres planted did not
d ecrease. T he number o f acres planted actually increased
during that period of time and I submit to you that this
wil l h a ppen a g a i n . Now i f you wil l al so go ba c k t o t he
chart, talking about the Nebraska land values, you will see
that they did not come back to their former value of 1920
unti l 196 0 .

PRESIDENT: One minute, Senator.

SENATOR HARRIS: And as we look at the chart you in your own
mind try to figure out where we are in relation to 1920.
Are we two or th re e y e a rs do wn the r o ad? A re w e fou r y ear s
down the road? I submit to you unless we take some actions
and turn this thing around, that we are sitting about the
same place we were i n 19 2 3 o r '24 and we have a l o t o f ha rd
y ears ahead o f us . Let ' s sen d a message t h a t w e h av e a
problem and that we want to do something about it and we
want them to help us do something about it. Thank you.
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