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bi l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator Higgins, you are recognized.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. P res i d e n t . I w o u l d j us t
like to say that I suppor t t h i s b i l l . I 'm supporting it
from personal experience. When my mother was al i v e and
working she worked for the county. At the time she worked
for the county there was no retirement system for her. She
went to work for a cemetery a nd t h e y al so p r o v i d e d no
retirement system. She wen t t o wo r k f or t h e chu r ch ,
nonprofit organization, and t h e y al so h ad no retirement
system. S o t h e r e was a woman who had worked so many years
out of her life and yet, when it came time when t hey sa i d
you are to o o l d t o wo r k , what was she left to live on.
Nobody felt any obligation to give an employee something for
y ears o f t he h o u r s a n d d ay s o f t hei r l i f e t h at t h ey p u t i n .
I recognize the fact that small bu s i n esses might not have
retirement systems because many times in small businesses
they come and go, their employees, or they just can't afford
it. But I think when you are talking about the counties, if
you di d a st ud y , you would find that most of your county
employees usually stay a good number of years. I t h i n k t h at
t hey sho u ld h ave some type of a reti rement system.
Therefor e I wo u l d s u p p or t t h i s b i l l Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Goll.

SENATOR GOLL: Mr. President, I have a question for Senator
Wesely. S enator Wesely, I t h i nk t h e que s t i o n h as b e e n
answered, but I want to make absolutely sure as I read this,
the committee statement says t he bi l l wou l d gi v e these
counties remaining outside the retirement system u n t i l
January 1 o f ' 87 , t o j o i n . Th en t h e b i l l s ays, on p age 4 ,
t hat a coun t y employees r etirement s ystem sh all be
estab l i s h ed . Now I haven't read the rest of the statutes
and re a l l y d on ' t intend to. But are w e , ab so l u t e l y ,
mandating then to our county governments that those who are
not under the program, from here on, w il l b e and t h e y h a v e
no. . . i n o t he r wo r d s , a re we u s u r p i n g the judgements and
decisions of those county boards?

SENATOR WESELY: Well, I'm not going to answer the question
you have. I will say this though, we are mandating that by
January 1 , 19 8 7 , a s yo u sa i d , counties will have to be under
a retirement plan.
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